
PO Box 21873
Brooklyn, NY 11202-1873

718-596-7668

November 2, 2011

Board of Trustees
New-York Historical Society
170 Central Park West
New York, NY 10024

Dear Sirs and Madams:

We write to request that you withdraw the name of Henry Kissinger as an honoree of the New-York
Historical Society at the event scheduled for November 7, 2011, at the Waldorf Astoria. Henry
Kissinger is the United States’ most notorious living war criminal, whose many crimes as National
Security Advisor and Secretary of State from 1969-1977 include the following:

• Approval and direction of mass bombing campaigns targeted at civilians in both North and
South Vietnam, and the mass civilian assassination campaign known as the Phoenix Program;

• The military invasion of Cambodia starting in 1969, including the approval and direction of
mass bombing campaigns targeted at civilians, followed by the overthrow of the legitimate
government of Cambodia and diplomatic support for the Khmer Rouge regime;

• Approval and direction of mass bombing campaigns in Laos, reducing areas like the Plain of
Jars to veritable moonscapes;

• Approval and direction of the overthrow of the democratically-elected Chilean government of
Salvador Allende in 1973, and unqualified support for brutal military dictatorships in Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and other
countries in Latin America;

• Unwavering diplomatic and intelligence support to the apartheid regime in South Africa,
including the provision of military support to the apartheid government’s military intervention in
Angola—and then lying to the U.S. Congress about it;

• Collusion with the mass murder and rape campaign of the “East” Pakistan military in
Bangladesh in 1971;

• Authorization of Indonesia’s illegal invasion and occupation of East Timor in 1975, and the
continued provision of U.S. military aid in violation of U.S. law, which enabled an occupation
that killed up to a third of the population of the country.

This list could be lengthened considerably. Some observers might contend that Kissinger’s efforts to
defuse U.S. tensions with China or his emphasis on détente with the Soviet Union somehow redeem
him, but this objection misses the point. A serial killer who occasionally donates to charity is still a
serial killer. Kissinger remains one of the twentieth century’s worst war criminals, and to pretend
otherwise is to condone his crimes. It is difficult to understand how the New-York Historical Society
could consider honoring such a man.

This action on the part of the Society makes a statement that these crimes are of no importance to us
as 21st-century human beings. We raise Kissinger’s crimes to your attention because as William
Faulkner said, “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” The failure to hold Kissinger to account for
his myriad crimes has allowed him to continue dispensing recommendations for new wars and foreign
interventions. The failure to confront this record has facilitated the invasion of Iraq, the use of torture at
Abu Ghraib and elsewhere, the policy of rendition and the detentions at Guantánamo Bay, and other
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illegal actions of the “war on terror.”

As historians you are no doubt aware that Henry Kissinger is wanted for questioning in Britain, France,
Spain, Chile and Argentina. Our culture is being poisoned by the failure to remember Kissinger’s and
others’ crimes and to hold them to account. It is a terrible thing to participate in this process of
enforced forgetting and impunity, and it also reflects very poorly on the United States in the
international sphere.

Many other countries hold their criminal leaders accountable. It is time the United States did so as
well. We protest this normalization of the worst kind of criminality and ask you to join us by rescinding
this invitation.

Sincerely,

Len Aldis. Secretary
Britain-Vietnam Friendship Society
London

Bonnie S. Anderson
Professor Emerita of History
Brooklyn College and the Graduate Center
City University of New York

Kevin C. Armitage
Assistant Professor
Western Program
Affiliate Department of History
Affiliate Institute for the Environment and Sustainability
Miami University

Donna Alvah
Associate Professor & Margaret Vilas Chair of U.S. History
Department of History
St. Lawrence University

Armen Baghdoyan, PhD
Independent scholar and historian

Rosalyn Baxandall
Distinguished Professir Emeritus
SUNY Old Westbury

John S. Baick
Professor of History
Western New England University

Scott Bennett
Professor of History
Georgian Court University

Cyrus Bina, Ph.D.
Distinguished Research Professor of Economics
(Political Economist and Historian of Economic Thought)
University of Minnesota (Morris Campus)

Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum,
Professor Emerita
California Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco

Ann Blum
Associate Professor
Chair, Hispanic Studies Department/Latin American Studies
Program
University of Massachusetts Boston

James Borchert
Professor Emeritus
History Department
Cleveland State University

Fred Branfman
Editor, Voices From the Plain of Jars
former co-director, Indochina Resource Center

Tina Braxton
Historian and Activist
Denver, Colorado

David P. Bremenstuhl, Education Laureate
International Human Rights Activist, Peace Activist,
Educator

Renate Bridenthal
Professor of History (retired)
Brooklyn College, CUNY

Robin W. Briehl, MD
Professor of Physiology & Biophysics
Professor Biochemistry
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Robert Buzzanco
Department of History
The University of Houston

Dr. Al Carroll
Communications and Human Studies
Northern Virginia Community College

Mary Ann Caton
Assistant Professor of History
University of Pittsburgh
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Faisal Chaudhry
History Department
Harvard University

Madeline H. Caviness
Mary Richardson Professor Emeritus,
Tufts University
Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences

Peter Cole, Ph.D.
Professor of History
Western Illinois University
Sandi E. Cooper, Chair
University Faculty Senate, CUNY

Professor Mary F. Corey
Department ofHistory
UCLA

Daniel Czitrom
Professor of History
Mount Holyoke College

Matthew Dennis
Professor of History and Environmental Studies
University of Oregon

Alan Derickson
Professor of American History
Penn State

Thomas Dublin
Distinguished Professor of History
State University of New York at Binghamton

Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz
Professor Emeriti
California State University

Philip Eways
Brooklyn, NY

Lewis A. Erenberg
Professor of History Emeritus
Loyola University Chicago

Clinton Fernandes
Associate Professor
University of New South Wales

Dr. Jerise Fogel
Montclair State University

Manzar Foroohar
History Professor
California Polytechnic State University

Catherine Forslund, Ph.D.
Professor of History and Department Chair
Rockford College

Joshua Frens-String
Ph.D. Student
Latin American History
New York University

John Galbraith Simmons
Author
History of medicine

Prof. Irene Gendzier
Dept of Political Science
Boston University

Dr Rich Gibson
Emeritus Professor
San Diego State University

Alan Gilbert
John Evans Professor, Graduate School of International
Studies
University of Denver

Arturo Giraldez
School of International Studies
University of the Pacific (Stockton, CA)

Robert Gold
Social Worker
Bucaramanga, Colombia

Roberta Gold
2012 Postdoctoral Fellow
Tamiment Library, NYU

Janet Golden, Ph.D.
Professor, History Dept.
Rutgers University

Van Gosse
Department of History
Franklin & Marshall College

Greg Grandin
Professor of Latin American History
New York University

James N. Green
Professor of History and Brazilian Studies
Brown University

John Griffin
Independent Historian

A. Tom Grunfeld
SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor
Empire State College/ SUNY

Tyrell Haberkorn
Research Fellow
Department of Political and Social Change
Australian National University

David Hostetter, Ph.D.
Director of Programs and Research
Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies
Treasurer, Peace History Society
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Joan Hoff
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT

Forrest Hylton
Associate Professor of History
Universidad de los Andes
Bogotá, Colombia

Maurice Isserman
James L. Ferguson Professor of History
Hamilton College

Steven H. Jaffe, Ph.D.
independent historian
Maplewood, NJ

Peter N. Kirstein
Professor of History
St Xavier University
Vice President American Association of University Professors
(Illinois)

Sid Kivanoski
History teacher
Brooklyn Technical High School

Scott Laderman
Associate Professor of History
University of Minnesota, Duluth

Vinay Lal
Associate Professor of History, UCLA

Carol Lang
Professor of History
Bronx Community College

Victoria Larkin
Oakland, CA

Marjorie P. Lasky, PhD
Emerita Faculty, Diablo Valley College

Stephen Leberstein
Brooklyn College Graduate Center for Worker Education

Roger Leisner
Radio Free Maine

Jesse Lemisch
Professor of History Emeritus
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY

Robbie Lieberman, Chair
Department of History
Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Professor Zachary Lockman
Professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies and History
New York University

Chris Lundry, PhD
Research Assistant Professor
Arizona State University

Staughton Lynd
Independent Scholar

Kieko Matteson
Department of History
University of Hawai`i

Timothy Patrick McCarthy
Lecturer on History and Literature and on Public Policy
Harvard University

John McMillian
Assistant Professor of History
Georgia State University

Teresa Meade
Historian
Union College

Matt Meyer
founding chair
Peace and Justice Studies Association

Herbert Michael
History Teacher
Department of Education, New York City

Marian Mollin
Dept of History
Virginia Tech

Stan Nadel
Salzburg Austria Center
University of Portland

Joseph Nevins
Associate Professor of Geography
Vassar College

Janine Nichols
Brooklyn, NY
Jim O’Brien
co-chair, Historians Against the War

Mary Nolan
Professor of History
New York University

Arnold A. Offner
Cornelia F. Hugel Professor of History
Lafayette College
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Jacques R. Pauwels
Historian,
Brantford, Ont., Canada

Jerry L. Payne
Ripley, WV

Roger Peace, Ph.D.
Adjunct professor of history
Tallahassee Community College

Margaret Power
Professor
Department of Humanities
Illinois Institute of Technology

Julie Leininger Pycior
Professor of History
Manhattan College

Ismail Rashid
Associate Professor,
History Department
Vassar College

Jacob Remes
Assistant Professor and Mentor of Public Affairs and History
SUNY Empire State College.

Gerardo Rénique
Associate Professor
Department of History
City College of the City University of New York

Geoffrey Robinson
Professor of History
UCLA

Ruth Rosen
Professor Emerita of History, U.C. Davis

Stephen R. Shalom
Political Science
William Paterson University

Prof. Ira Shor
City University of NY Grad Center

Joshua Schreier
Dept. of History
Vassar College

Ellen Schrecker
Professor of History
Yeshiva University

Kim Scipes, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Sociology, Purdue University North
Central
Former Sergeant, USMC, 1969-73

Mark Selden
Professor of History and Sociology Emeritus
Binghamton University

Prof. Butler Shaffer
Southwestern University School of Law
Los Angeles, CA

Robert Shaffer, Ph.D.
Professor of History
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania

Naoko Shibusawa
Associate Professor
Department of History
Department of American Studies
Brown University

Lewis H. Siegelbaum
Jack and Margaret Sweet Professor of History
Department of History
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI

Robert Sierakowski
Latin American history
UCLA

Dr. Brad Simpson
Asst. Professor of History and International Affairs, Princeton
University
Director, Indonesia and East Timor Documentation Project,
National Security Archive

Andor Skotnes
Historian
Sage Colleges

Judith E. Smith
Professor of American Studies
University of Massachusetts Boston

Professor Michael J. Sullivan III
Department of History & Politics,
Drexel University

Christy Thornton
Ph.D. candidate, History department
New York University

Steve Turtell
Former Director of Public Programs
New-York Historical Society

José A. Valero
Associate Professor
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Alan Wallach
Ralph H. Wark Professor of Art and Art History and Professor
of American Studies Emeritus
The College of William and Mary
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Jessica Wang
Associate Professor of U.S. History
Department of History
University of British Columbia

Barbara Weinstein
Silver Professor of History
New York University

Jocelyn Wills
Associate Professor,
History Department & Graduate Center for Worker Education,
Brooklyn College, City University of New York

Barbara Winslow
Associate Professor
Department of Secondary Education (SEED)
School of Education
Brooklyn College of the City University of New York

Lawrence S. Wittner,
Professor of History Emeritus
State University of New York at Albany
John Womack, Jr.,
Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin American History and
Economics, Emeritus
Harvard University

Andrew Grant Wood
Professor of History
University of Tulsa

Justin Woodruff
Houston, TX

Kevin Young
Ph.D. candidate, History department
Stony Brook University

Marilyn B. Young
Professor of History
New York University

Affiliations for identification purposes
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