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THERE ARE 41 TIMORESE AWAITING TRIAL
INDON EMBASSY PICKET THREATENED

FINALLY KPN
'SURRENDERS' AND
AGREES TO ANSWER

JOURNALISTS

Source: Surabaya Pos. 5 December 1991.
Unabridged.

Comment: This includes some rare quotes
from the normally talkative and hard-hitting
Interior Ministry Sos-Pol chief, Hari
Sugiman, who has kept very much in the
background during the KPN's stay in Dili.
Perhaps he is unaccustomed to playing
second-fiddle.

The National Inquiry Commission
(KPN) led by M. Djaelani 'surrendered' and
agreed to arequest for dialogue with
journalists. Sincetheir arrival, they have
only said: 'No comment.’

But on Sunday, they held a meeting with
journalists at Hotel Mahkota, where the
group is staying. The dialogue was attended
by Djaelani and KPN member, Hari
Sugiman. Seventeen journdists attended, 12
from Indonesian newspapers and five
foreign journalists (2 from Japan's NHK, 2
from Asahi Shimbun, and 1 from Reuter).

But as the meeting was about to proceed
to a discussion about the information being
received 'from the field', the meeting was
ended because of the presence of apolice
intel agent. Said one Jakarta-based
journalist: "We had hoped to have the
freedom to raise things with the
commission and therefore it's better to
postpone it for another time."

Here are questions and answers with
Djaglani and Hari Sugiman:

Q: Can the Commission give security
guarantees to those who provide it with
information?

D (Djaelani): That was something discussed
by the members of the Commission. As
far asthe information givento usis
concerned, | guarantee that it will be
kept secret. But the Commission is not
able to give any guarantee regarding what
happens to those who provide
information.

HS: (Hari Sugiman): We shall check eve-
rything dven to us so as to reach the
objective truth. From the start the
Commission has worked on the basis of
being objective, just, painstaking and
thorough. Y ou can give your own answer
about security safeguards.

Q: But people are till stifled by the fear of
submitting information without any
guarantees.

HS: If they are afraid, that's probably be-
cause of theimpact of the 12 November
incident. But you shouldn't draw the
conclusion that the fear is because of
pressure and restrictions.

Q: There are other difficulties.

MD (presumably these initials also apply
to Djaelani): To be honest, we have
difficulty communicating because some
of the sources of information only speak
theregiond language, Tetum or
Portuguese. To facilitate things, we will
use interpreters.

A: Have you received alot of information?

HS Yes, a great deal. But we cannot work
carelessly. We have to cross-check eve-
rything. We must be painstaking and
accurate in gathering together the in-
formation. For instance, before coming
to East Timor, we asked for information
from LB Murdani as ad interim Foreign
Minister, from the armed forces
commander -in-chief and Interior
Minister Rudini. We also asked for in-
formation from other leading figuresin
Jakarta. The second principleis that we
must be objective and impartial. The
third is we must be independent and free
to seek information from anyone.

Q: But the framework from Jakarta was
that you started off with statements
from the apparatus and only then went
down to people below.

HS: That was just atechnical matter. We
went to some central officials only be-
cause we wanted to make things easier
for usin the field. From there, we de-
cided how to proceed.

MD: One other aspect of our method of

work isthis, we must be thorough-going.

We must not only report the data and
facts from the field but also make
proposals for future handling of the
question. We shall make these recom-
mendations to the president.

Q: What information have you received so
far?

HS: Quite alot. Besides verbal reports, we
have received written reports. For ex-
ample, Governor Carrascalao has
submitted verbal information, 300 pages
of written evidence and several photos.

Q: It isreported that Bishop Belo also
submitted a written report.

HS: Yes, there was a friendly and open
meeting and he submitted information
during athree-hour meseting. We are
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studying hisinformation. Father Ricardo
of Motael Church even showed us where
Sebastiao Gomes and Afonso were
killed.

Q: What's the truth?

MD: We have to cross-check everything to
discover the truth. We have to discuss it
all objectively, carefully and accurately.
We must be careful not to produce raw
data to society. The Commission's work
is astate duty because it was set up by
the head of state.

EAST TIMOR QUESTION IN
BUNDESTAG

The following question on East Timor was
put to the German Government recently
(inofficial trandation):

German Bundestag 12th Legidative
Period Printed Matter No 12. December
1991

Minor Question by Dr Ursula Fischer,
MP, and the Parliamentary Group PDS/LL

Since 1975 the territory of the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor has been
occupied by Indonesia. In order to integrate
the predominantly catholic population of
East Timor, the Indonesian government is
mainly relying on military means. On 12
November 1991, Indonesian soldiersin the
capital Dili fired for several minutesinto a
crowd of thousands of mournersat a
memorial service with automatic weapons.
According to the testimony of the catholic
bishop of Dili, Mgr Belo, and of severd
British, American and Australian eye
witnesses, approximately 180 demonstra-
tors were killed during the massacre.

We ask the Federal Government:

1. Isthe Federal Government aware that
according to reports by the human
rights organisations Amnesty
International, Tapol and Australian
Codlition for East Timor, several hun-
dred demonstrators were arrested during
the massacre and that approxi mately 80
of those arrested were executed at the
edge of aprevioudy excavated mass
grave?

2. Isthe Federal Government aware that
according to estimates by the above-
mentioned human rights organisations,
approximately 200,000 out of 700,000
East Timorese have been killed since the
occupation of East Timor by the
Indonesian armed forceson 7 December
1975?

3. What efforts is the Federal Government
undertaking to obtain independent ac-
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curate information on the continuing
human rights violationsin East Timor?

4. Does the Federal Government share the
position of the Portuguese government
that the recently commenced internal
Indonesian inquiry into the Dili mas-
sacreis afarce, and does the Federa
Government support the call by the
Portuguese government for an inde-
pendent international inquiry into the
massacre by aUN commission of in-
quiry?

5. Does the Federal Government share the
position of the government of Portugal
that the catastrophic human rights
situation in East Timor is caused di-
rectly by the 16 years of illegal occu-
pation of East Timor by Indonesia?

6. Does the Federal Government share the
position of the government of Portugal
that until now the people of East Timor
have been refused to exercise their right
of selfdetermination, and does the
Federal Government support resolutions
384 and 389 of the UN Security Council
and the eight resolutions of the UN
General Assembly which demand the
withdrawal of the Indonesian oc-
cupation forces from East Timor and an
internationally recognised act of
selfdetermination for East Timor?

7. What active efforts has the Federal
Government undertaken and what active
efforts does it intend to undertake in
order to contribute to a peaceful
solution of the East Timor conflict on
the basis of the above-mentioned UN
resolutions?

8. What isthe level of expenditure by the
Federal Republic of Germany interms
of military and non-military aid to
Indonesia?

9. For what specific purposesis that ex-
penditure intended?

10. Does the Federal Government believe
that neither the military nor the non-
military aid which Indonesia obtains
from the Federal Republic furthersthe
illegal occupation of East Timor by the
Indonesian armed forces?

11. Will the Federal Government consider
the suspension of both the military and
non-military aid to Indonesiawhile the
Indonesian occupation of East Timor
continues?

12. Does the Federal Government support
the call by the Chairman of the National
Council of Maubere Resistance, Xanana
Gusmao, for "negotiations without
preconditions" between Indonesia,
Portugal and the National Council of
Maubere Resistance under the auspices
of the United Nationsin order to achieve
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a peaceful solution of the East Timor
conflict and an end to the continuing
human rights violationsin East Timor?

Dr Ursula Fischer, Leader of the
Parliamentary PDS/LL

KILLINGS BREED
ANTIPATHY IN EAST TIMOR

Asian Wall Sreet Journal December 9.

By Richard Borsuk, a Saff Reporter for the
Asian Wall Street Journal, unabridged

(Dili, Dec 9) Like many peoplein this
seaside city, Anton is scared. Speaking
furtively to aforeigner, he warns that in-
telligence agents are "everywhere'".

"My two younger brothers went with
the group to the cemetery,” he says. "I
don't know where they are. I'm afraid they
aredead.”

The 25-year-old laborer is talking about
the events of Nov. 12, when Indonesian
soldiers opened fire on pro-independence
demonstratorsin afuneral procession. The
Indonesian government calls it an "incident"
in which soldiers were forced to defend
themselves against an armed mab.
Eyewitnesses call it a massacre; they say
the crowd was unarmed and only chanting
anti-Indonesia slogans and waving banners
before the shooting started without
warning. The government puts the death
toll at 19; eyewitnesses say it's at |east 100.

RESIDUE OF RESENTMENT

Anton is unwilling to give his full name,
take avisitor home or go to the military
hospital to ask if his brothers are among the
wounded being treated. He knows many
people who witnessed the shootings, but
none who will talk to a national
investigation commission now in Dili. He
also knows that the shootings have left him
with strong anti-Jakarta felings. "We don't
want to integrate with Indonesia. We're
very afraid of their soldiers,” he says.

Indonesian officials say there are fewer
than 150 hard-core rebels of the separatist
Fretilin movement still in the rugged hills of
East Timor. The exact number of
Indonesian troops and security personnel in
the territory isn't known, but foreign
military analysts estimate it at more than
10,000. There was a substantial security
presence in Dili during avisit late last
month, including some armored personnel
carriers parked at the port -- down the road
from a cinema showing "L ethal Weapon 2."

Among the casualties of Nov. 12 was
Indonesia's effort to smoothly integrate
with the rest of the country the impover-
ished former Portuguese colony it annexed
in 1976. Thekillings have dealt a big blow
to Indonesia's international standing and its
efforts to win support of the troubled
territory's 750,000 residents. After years of
being ignored, East Timor is once again on
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the world map, sometimes referred to as a
"disputed territory," much to Jakarta's
dismay.

The Indonesian government has con-
structed roads, schools and hospitalsin a
territory the Portuguese neglected during
more than three centuries of rule. But de-
velopment work hasn't nurtured wide-
spread affection for Indonesia, and last
month's shootings only strengthened feel-
ings of resentment and alienation among
East Timorese. For some, the killings
turned apathy into antipathy.

"| feel like everything | tried to do for
nine years has been destroyed," says East
Timor's outspoken governor, Mario Viegas
Carrascalao. While remaining convinced that
independenceis "crazy" and that
integration with Jakartais best, the
disheartened Mr. Carrascalao says he
senses that "practically everybody" in East
Timor isagainst Indonesia at present.

NECESSARY CHANGES

As such, can Indonesia still hope to win
the hearts and minds of East Timorese?
Brig. Gen. R.S. Warouw, the province's
military commander, acknowledges that the
job will be"very difficult”, but expresses
confidence in Jakarta's ability to bring a
better way of life to East Timor. Gov.
Carrascalao says that for integration to be
accepted, Indonesia must make major
changesin the way it administers the
province -- and he's skeptical that they will
be made.

A Timorese priest, who like many
peoplein Dili insists on anonymity, re-
flects amore pessimistic view. "It'stoo late
to do integration the right way. Some years
ago, you could have done it. Now, after
such violence, people want nothing to do
with Indonesia," the priest says. "I'm afraid
alot more people will die. I'm scared.”

Indeed, fear stalks Dili, whose idyllic
beachfront belies the tension felt among the
city's 120,000 residents. Some people who
were willing to meet avisitor on previous
visits now are afraid to for fear of being
questioned by the authorities. Secondary
schools have many absentees. The streets
are nearly deserted by 8 p.m.

It is apparent that at least until the fear
subsides, public sentiment toward inte
gration won't improve. Emotions had been
running high for weeks before Nov. 12, as
East Timorese opposed to integration
awaited a scheduled visit by a Portuguese
parliamentary delegation. The trip was
scrapped, but expectations the planned
visit had created ended in grief nonetheless.

In Dili and Jakarta, there is agreement
that if the national commission investigating
the shootings produces a credible report,
the tough job of making integration
acceptable to East Timorese will be eased.
But many doubt whether the team, headed
by a Supreme Court judge who is aretired
army general, can produce an objective
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assessment that contradicts the powerful
Indonesian army's version of events and
callsfor officersto be punished. Thereis
doubt that eyewitnesses will provide
complete accounts for fear of reprisals from
soldiers or right-wing Timorese vigilantes.
The latter are said to have been coming out
in Dili at night in recent months, harassing
and beating residents accused of opposing
integration.

Gov. Carrascalao saysthat when he
asked an eyewitness of the Nov. 12
shootings to meet him, the boy's mother
vetoed it. "They hid him from me, with her
pleading 'He's our only son,™ the governor
says. According to Mr. Carrascalao, the
mother said shetrusted him, "'but it'slong
way from our place to your place.”

Asked about the vigilantes, Gen.
Warouw says:. "I don't know if it'strue. |
don't have any reportsto show it." The
general saysthat in two years as com-
mander, he has punished more than 200
soldiers -- discharging some -- for violating
regulations and abusing residents. (In an
interview in Dili 10 days ago, Gen. Warouw
declined to discuss specifics of Nov. 12,
saying he hadn't yet given hisinput to the
investigating commission.)

'PROSPERITY APPROACH'

Many residents say Gen. Warouw is the
best commander to serve in East Timor, and
the commend the native of Sulawesi for
introducing a " prosperity approach” to
replace a"security approach” to running
the territory. One Timorese social-worker
compliments the general for "bringing a
needed softer touch and caring about
people.”

But he and others says Gen. Warouw
hasn't enforced strict discipline among his
ranks. One of the many theories circulating
about the shootingsis that subordinates
unhappy with the general'srelatively soft
touch in East Timor sought an opportunity
for aviolent incident that would alow for a
return to hard-line administration.

Political analysts suggest that Indonesia
needs to make significant changesin the
way it administers East Timor to undercut
anti-Jakarta feeling. But they don't include a
security crackdown, which they say would
worsen the situation.

"Certainly we're back to square one" on
making integration a success, says Marzuki
Darusman, amember of Indonesia's House
of Representaives, in Jakarta. "The sooner
we recognize that fact, the better position
we'rein to pick up the pieces and start
again."

Among the few Dili residents who think
little has changed since Nov. 12 is Tito dos
Santos Baptista, one of three assistant
governors and a member of Apodeti, an
East Timorese group that supported
integration with Indonesiain 1975. He
dismisses the shootings as asmall
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incident" and insists that there is "nothing
wrong" with the way East Timor isrun.

Gov. Carrascalao disagrees with his
assistant, and his prescription is to reduce
the number of soldiers stationed in East
Timor and transfer more power to him from
the military. Jakarta "gives more than
enough money, compared with our
capability to useit," he says. "If they gave
me more power, the money would be better
used.”

He says East Timor received "negative
specia treatment” from Jakartafor 13
years, when the province was closed to
outsiders from 1976 to 1989. "Now we
should get positive special treatment,”" he
says, suggestingthat Jakartaimplement tax
incentives to boost the territory's shaky
economy and reduce high unemployment,
which has only fueled political trouble.

UNITARY STATE

Other East Timorese and Mr. Marzuki,
the member of Parliament, agree that
granting greater autonomy to East Timor
would help. But the idea runs counter to
Indonesia's highly-centralized political
system. In Jakarta, foreign diplomats and
Indonesian political analysts say the gov-
ernment worriesthat if East Timor wereto
obtain some kind of autonomy, resource-
rich Irian Jaya and other remote provinces
would want to alter their ties to the capital
aswell. Says Gen. Warouw: "We have a
unitary state, not afederation. If there'sa
federation, then you'll have disintegration.”

Gen. Warouw says current troop
strength in East Timor of 12 battalions --
six for combat and six “territorial" ones for
development work -- can be reduced step-
by -step "when the situation is better." He
says East Timorese "love the territorial
battalions" -- an assessment with which the
governor agrees.

The general puts the number of remain-
ing armed Fretilin fighters at 125, though
active supporters number "“maybe more,
maybe 200," down from 350 several years
ago. "If we have few troops, it will be more
difficult to find Fretilin," he says. He and
others, including Gov. Carrasca ao, note
that Timor has had a history of clan conflict
and revenge-killings, and he says the troops’
presence helps prevent civil strife.

Still, the army's behavior angers the
governor. He says the military's abuses
make it "play Fretilin's game." For every
person beaten, Fretilin's leader, Xanana
Gusmao, "isgoing to get at least four or five
people. We are creating hisfriends,” he
says.

Whileit isn't clear whether recent events
will prompt army chiefs to tighten the
military's grip on East Timor, Jakarta will
remain firm on one point: East Timor is
Indonesias. Armed Forces Commander
Gen. Try Sutrisno, in an emotional ap-
pearance in Parliament on Nov. 27, reaf-
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firmed East Timor as an "inseparable” part
of the country.

Even so, controversy lingers over the
eventsthat led to East Timor'sincorpora-
tion into Indonesia. In August 1975,
Portugal abruptly ended its rule of the
territory, which covers half of Timor island.
(The other half, colonized by the Dutch,
became part of Indonesia when the country
gained independence.) After several months
of watching three parties in East Timor
battle for control -- the Marxist Fretilin had
the upper hand -- Indonesiainvaded in
December 1975, saying it was responding
to an appeal from Apodeti. Annexation was
formalized in July 1976.

Indonesia's intervention sparked heavy
fighting with Fretilin that uprooted many
East Timorese from their homes.
Altogether, war and starvation -- as crops
went unplanted -- caused more than
100,000 deaths in the late 1970s. Nearly
every family lost at |east one member. The
scars remain today: many teen-agers,
though literate, have been affected by
malnutrition. "Many of my students can't
do more than basic math," says ateacher.
"They tell me they get dizzy and have to go
home."

FEW HEADLINES

More than 40% of the population isun-
der age 15, born after integration. " Our
children know nothing of Portuguese
times," a priest says, "but they don't like
what they see of Indonesian times.”

Largely because of itsisolation and a
calmer security situation, East Timor made
few headlines during the 1980s, though it
remained an unsolved international issue.
Many governments had come to accept
Indonesia as the territory's de facto ruler,
but the United Nations has continued to
recognize Portugal as the administrative
power. Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas promoted the planned Portuguese
parliamentary visit, for which negotiations
dragged on for years, as away to help
finaly quell criticism of Indonesian rule.

But with the Nov. 12 shootings, that ef-
fort backfired miserably. "Alatas thought he
could get a monkey off Indonesia's back,”
says aforeign diplomat in Jakarta. "Now
it'sgot an angry gorillainstead.”

Indonesia’s neighbors and partnersin the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
haven't commented on the shootings,
reflecting areluctance to get involved in one
another's "internal affairs." Japan, by far
Indonesia's largest aid donor, expressed
concern about the incident, but hasn't
overtly criticized Jakarta. Many other
nations have condemned the shootings, and
some have said future aid commitments will
depend on the results of the government's
investigation.

As aresult of Jakarta's development
spending, per-capitaincome in East Timor
has risen fivefold since 1975 to about $200.
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But residents complain that many of the
economic benefits have gone to skilled
migrants from other provinces who have
arrived since East Timor was opened in
1989. To bring the province out of isola-
tion, Gov. Carrascalao got the national
passenger shipping line to begin serving
Dili. Now, when the weekly liner arrives,
about 500 passengers disembark, but no
more than 50 board.

HASN'T WORKED

"Who gets the benefit of the hospitals
and schools? Mostly non- Timorese," a
priest says. Even the governor concedes
that the policy of openness he promoted
hasn't worked well, saying, "What should
be a good thing has become a bad thing."
However, he says the province shouldn't be
closed again. Instead, he favors restrictions
on immigration and measures that would
make it easy for East Timorese to obtain
land titles, thus preventing too much
property from moving into migrants' hands.

Openness has eased one of East Timor's
persistent problems: the military's domi-
nant role in the economy. The port, long
controlled by the army, is now under civil-
ian authorities. In previous years, PT
Batara Indra, a private company that Dili
businessmen say islinked to the army, had
alock on nearly al trade and businessin the
province, including the lucrative coffee
trade, through its PT Denok Hernandez
International unit. However, Dili busi-
nessmen estimate that Batara Indra now
accounts for dightly less than 60% of trade
and construction work in East Timor. There
is competition where there wasn't before, as
in buying coffee, the territory's main crop,
though farmers remain in abad position. In
the past, they were hurt because Denok
wasin effect a sole buyer that paid low
prices; now, they are hurt by low coffee
prices world-wide.

T o tackle widespread unemployment,
East Timor needs rudimentary industrial
development, but prospects for drawing
investment are dim. "Nobody will cometo
East Timor in conditions like this," the
governor says.

Underlying the problems besetting East
Timor is a sensitive struggle between the
Catholic church and Indonesian authorities.
The overwhelming majority of Timorese are
Cathalic, while Indonesia's total population
is about 90% Muslim. Somy army generals
suspect that clergy men have been helping
anti-Indonesia activists. Gen Warouw, a
Christian, saysthat if the Vatican, which
doesn't recognize Indonesian sovereignty
over East Timor, told the local bishop to
cooperate with Jakarta, there would be "no
problem™ in church-military relations.

Timorese clergy men are generally far
more critical of Indonesian administration
than foreign ones based in East Timor. Says
one Timorese priest: "Y es, we get the
roads, schools and clinics, but what comes
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with them? Oppression, violence and
abuse. Isit any wonder many don't love the
Indonesians?’

INDONESIA, AUSTRALIAHIT
OVER OIL EXPLOITATION
ACCORDS

lishon, dec 13 (ips) -- portuguese ana-
lysts have denounced indonesia and aus-
trdiafor signing contracts with 12 com-
panies for the exploitation of oil in the ti-
mor sea, even if the territory islegally still
under portuguese authority.

they pointed out that the united nations
never recognised indonesia's annexation of
east timor in 1975 and had given portugal
the mandate to administer its former colony
until the holding of areferendum on the
idand's independence.

analyst antonio sampaio said the signing
of the contracts thursday had been done "in
an atmosphere of great mystery and
secrecy".

he said worldwide protests following the
nov. 12 massacre of demonstratorsin the
east timorese capital of dili by indonesian
troops did not prevent energy minister
ginandjar kartasasmita of indonesiaand aan
griffiths of australiafrom signing the
accords.

the bishop of dili (the capital), msgr jose
ximenes belo, and foreign journalists who
witnessed the incident said the dem-
onstration had been peaceful, refuting army
claims that the demonstrators had provoked
the attack.

sources from the east timorese inde-
pendence movement said 183 people died
in the massacre, contrary to the army es-
timate of 19.

according to the contracts signed thurs-
day, the initial phase will cover six years,
during which the oil firmswill drill 45 ail
wells within 252,100 sq km area.

oil experts say there are about one hillion
barrels of offshore oil depositsin the area.

the democratic military that overthrew
the regime installed in portugal in 1926 by
antonio de oliveira e salazar decided in 1974
to dismantle portugal's vast colonial empire
in africaand east asia

when the decolonisation process began
in east timor ayear later, indonesiainvaded
and annexed the idand, killing 200,000 of
its 650,000 inhabitants.

the portuguese protest over oil exploi-
tation in the timor seais based on two
resolutions passed by the u.n. security
council and the u.n. general assembly,
demanding indonesia's withdrawal from east
timor.

despite these u.n. resolutions, however,
the united states and australia recognised
the idand's annexation in 1977.

"despite portugal's appeal before the
international court of justice in the hague,
companies from the european community,
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the united states, japan and australia are
preparing to exploit one billion barrels of
crude from the timor sea," said international
analyst adelino gomes.

"the australian labour government of bob
hawke does not seem disposed to respect
the sentence of the hague,” he noted.

thelist of companies that signed the
accords with canberra and jakartais led by
royal dutch-shell, the world's biggest oil
firm controlled by british and dutch capital .

othersinclude the u.s. oil company
chevron, the australian firms bhp-petro-
leum, woodside petroleum, santos Itd., sa
gasco, petroz nl and western mining.

asointhelist are the multinationals
phillips petroleum (united states-norway -
britain), marathon oil (u.s.-brazil-britain-
egypt), enterprise il co. (britain-italy-
norway) and nippon oil (japan).

at the start of an official visit to jakarta
thursday, australian industry minister john
button said canberra would avoid possible
sanctions on indonesia, as requested by
portugal.

button said his country would not join
canada and the netherlandsin imposing
possible drastic measures against jakarta
because of the dili massacre. "australia has
to consider its business and economic
interestsin indonesia," he explained.

political circles, including those closest
to the united states, have strongly criticised
the positions of washington and canberra
on east timor, constantly drawing parallels
with irag'sinvasion of kuwait in 1990.

portuguese president mario soares him-
sdf has noted that the international com-
munity has "double standards" asfar asthe
relation between big economic interests and
human rights is concerned.
(end/ipg/trd/ip/md/ica-da/tt/In)

‘DISTURBING NGO' TRAVEL
BAN?

(AFP, Jakarta, Dec 16)

Indonesian Armed Forces chief Try
Sutrisno has called for aban on foreign
travel by employees of private organiza
tionsthat use foreign fundsfor what are
seen as anti-government activities.

"Several NGOs (non-governmental or-
ganizations) provide profitable assistance
to the society. However some others seem
working against the country's stability,"
General Try was quoted as saying by the
Berita Buana newspaper.

"We need to publish alist of the dis-
turbing NGOs and the men behind them
should be banned from going abroad," he
said.

The military commander-in-chief,
speaking to participantsin Y outh March
1991, said NGOs that raised negative issues
about Indonesiawere "selling the country.”

"Those organizations might merely be
financialy oriented,” he said, referring to
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several NGOs that are believed to receive
large amounts of cash from abroad.

FOREIGN FIRMS KEEN TO
INVEST IN EAST TIMOR

Jakarta Post 16 December 1991
Dateline: Jakarta, unabridged

Three companies from Japan, South
Koreaand Australia have expressed interest
ininvesting in the fields of fishery and
livestock husbandry in Lautem regency,
255 kilometres to the east of Dili, the
capital of East Timor.

Lautem Regent Jase Vaentetold re-
portersin Dili over the weekend that the
Japanese and Korean companies would
establish joint ventures with Indonesian
counterparts to process canned fish prod-
ucts, while the Australian firm would de-
velop acattleraising project, also in co-
operation with domestic firms.

"The three companies have studied the
possihility of entering the fishery and
livestock businessesin Lautem since May,"
he said.

Valente expected that the plan to es-
tablish the three joint venture companies
could be implemented as soon as possible
to help speed up the development process
intheregion.

"The establishment of such projectsis
badly need to absorb as much local labour
as possible and to enable the local people to
raise their standard of living," Valente was
quoted by the Antara news agency as
saying. He said that actually many foreign
companies were interested in doing
business in this regency, but most of them
had withdrawn their plans due to security
reasons.

He guaranteed that there was no need to
worry about security in theregency. He
asked how it would be possible for repre-
sentatives of foreign interests to freely visit
Lautem and other citiesin East Timor if the
security situation were not stable.

Valente said that the intention of the
three foreign companiesto invest in Lautem
was expected to support the provincia
government's plan to make the regency the
production centre for fishery and livestock
in East Timor.

The provincial government of East
Timor has so far implemented small scale
cattle raising projects by procuring young
cattle from East Nusa Tenggara to help
facilitate the implementation of the live-
stock program in the regency.

AUSTRIAN, GERMAN MPS
TO VISIT INDONESIA
Jakarta Post 16 December 1991
Dateline: Jakarta. unabridged

Delegations from the parliaments of
Austriaand Germany will visit Indonesia
early next year.
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Austrian Ambassador Herbert Kroell,
after a meeting with the speaker of the DPR
(House of Representatives), Kharis Suhud,
on Friday afternoon, said his country's
speaker of parliament would bring a high
level delegation here on avisit from Jan 19
to 21. They will have meetings with
Indonesian government officias and will
visit the DPR.

He said the delegation was interested in
the generd situation in Indonesiaand
Southeast Asia, economic development, the
coming general elections and the recent
eventsin East Timor.

Austria has expressed great concern
about the Nov 12 incident in Dili and the
hope that those found responsible will be
punished. Austria has welcomed the set-
ting up of the commission to investigate the
incident.

"Now we are waiting for the results"
said Kroell, "I hear they are to be pub-
lished."

German Ambassador Walter Lewalter,
who talked with Suhud an hour after Kroell,
said his country's parliament would be
returning the visit Suhud made to Germany
several years ago.

The exact date for the visit isnot yet set.
"It is up to the Indonesian legislature to
decide," he said adding that it would
probably be early next year.

Lewalter and Suhud did not talk exten-
sively about East Timor, but Lewalter said
he mentioned briefly that in his country
there was alot of attention being paid to
the situation there.

"The public reaction in our country to
theincident in Dili was very strong and
whatever the Indonesian government does
will sound an echo in our country," he told
The Jakarta Post.

He acknowledged the right of the
Indonesian authorities and politicians to
have the first say on the incident because it
was "a question which happened inside
your country." [sic]

But he also implied that Indonesia
should hear what the world hasto say.
"The world opinion is commenting on
human rights everywhere, not only about
Indonesia, but about human rightsin
Germany," he said. "So the Indonesian
public and paliticians should be aware of
the fact that whatever the human rights
situation is here, it will be reflected in world
opinion."
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CARRASCALAO SAYS NO
SECOND DECOLONISATION
IN EAST TIMOR

Source: Jakarta Post. 16 December 1991.
Dateline: Dili. Byline: Yakob Herin. News
story, abridged. Comment: Possibly the first
time on record that anyone has claimed
there was a referendumin 1976.

The decolonisation of East Timor was
completed when the territory integrated
with Indonesiain 1976, governor Mario
Carrascadao said.

"There can be no second decolonisation,"
Carrascalao told reporters, commenting on
calls by foreign governments or ingtitutions
that there should be an act of self-
determination in East Timor.

He said the referendum in 1976 which
led to the integration of East Timor with
Indonesia "sufficiently reflected the wishes
of the people although it was not one man,
onevote" sincethe UDT party represented
60 per cent of the people.

The fact that some people have since
changed their mind did not mean that one
should change history, he said.

He said the integration still had its
shortcomings and that some people were
not content with the present situation. "1f
they were content, the 12 November inci-
dent would not have happened.”

The governor said it could take one or
two years to restore the situation in East
Timor back to the state it was in before 12
November.

Meanwhile agroup of East Timorese
who fought for the 1976 integration pre-
sented a statement to the government on
Saturday urging it to be firmin its dealings
with the perpetrators of the 12 November
incident. The group, representing 387
people, inits 17-point statement also
deplored Portugal, saying that it had no
claim at al in the affairs of East Timor.

EAST TIMOR
DEMONSTRATIONS BANNED

(R Australia 12/17)

The Indonesian military authoritiesin
East Timor are reported to have banned
demonstrations in the province and warn
that firm action will be taken against any -
one violating the order. The ban was re-
ported by the Jakarta newspaper Media
Indonesia, which quoted the East Timor
military operation command. The command
referred indirectly to the massacrein the
East Timor capital, Dili, on Nov 12, when
troops fired into what Jakarta described as
agroup of unruly demonstrators. It was
quoted as saying that several protest
demonstrationsin Dili had not been
expressions of aspirations, but actions
which breached regulations and were aimed
at undermining government authority.
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TROCAIRE CALLS FOR
[IRISH] GOVERNMENT
ACTION ON EAST TIMOR

The following is a News Release issued by
Trocaire, the Catholic Agency for World
Development, on 18 December 1991.

"The Indonesian government isimple-
menting policiesin East Timor which are
closeto genocidal," Trocaire's Chairman
Bishop Eamonn Casey said today in aref-
erence to the recent upsurgein violencein
the former Portuguese-controlled territory
situated northwest of Australia.

"When Indonesiainvaded East Timor in
1975 there was a native popul ation of 680
000. Since then, 200 000 people have died,
either at the hands of the army or thorough
starvation. Thisisafar worse situation
than that of Cambodiain the Pol Pot
years," said Bishop Casey.

"Trocaire sources in East Timor indicate
that the atmosphere of terror thereis now
worse than at any time since the 1975
invasion. Just amonth ago, hundreds of
young Timorese, including schoolchildren,
were gunned down in cold blood by the
military. Inthelight of these atrocities
Bishop Belo of the diocese of Dili is
pleading for support from the international
community, asking specifically that action
be taken by the United Nations, the United
States and other powersin the region to
ensure that his people are protected from
the Indonesian forces who appear to have a
free hand to do what they please there at
the present time," Bishop Casey noted.

"Such attacks against a defenceless
people cannot be allowed to continue," he
said. "These people are cdling in des-
peration to the international community in
their hour of need and we cannot look the
other way with the excuse that the territory
is so remote that it does not concern usin
Ireland.”

"Surely in this, the season of peace and
goodwill to al men, we should be in soli-
darity with those who are subjected to such
harsh and inhuman treatment."

Bishop Casey called upon the Irish
Government to make representations
through the United Nations and through the
EC to have the massacres and human rights
abuses urgently investigated by an
international commission.

For further information contact John

Heuston at Trocaire Press and Information,
Dublin: (01) 288 5385
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the catholic church regarding human rights
violationsin east timor.

the five, who denied any political mo-
tivations, were arrested one hour after
starting their action.

their spokesman jose ramos dos santos,
who stayed outside to speak to the press,
said the occupation was meant to "expose
not only the vatican's hypocrisy, but also
international hypocrisy on the situation in
timor", that was occupied and annexed by
indonesia after gaining independence from
portugal in 1975.

"astone must be thrown into the pond"
to awaken peopl€'s consciences on "the
massacre of timor, where the indonesians
have assassinated 200,000 people,
equivalent to almost one third of the popu-
lation", he noted.

the case of timor only became front-page
news "because last november 12 a british
journalist happened to film indonesian
troops while they opened fire on a peaceful
demonstration for independence”, he said.

the massacre, which left up to 183
people dead, was a so revealed to the whole
world by two american journalists.

"had the foreign journalists not been
present, the indonesians would have calmly
continued their genocide, and the great
powers would have followed it in silence,
placing their economic interests before
human rights," said ramos dos santos.

the nuncio gave no reaction to the reason
for the occupation. a spokesman only told a
local radio station, that he would ask the
portuguese government to explain the
unauthorised police action against the
occupiers on vatican territory.
(end/trd/md/da/hri/tt)

EAST TIMOR: WORKERS
OCCUPY PAPAL MISSION TO
PROTEST MASSACRE
lishon, dec 18 (ips) -- five portuguese

workers occupied the papal mission here
wednesday to protest "the hypocrisy" of

CHANGE IN EAST TIMOR --
NOW OR NEVER

For the Guardian Newsweekly (NY) by
Charles Scheiner, December 19, 1991

For the first time since Indonesiain-
vaded East Timor in December 1975, world
attention is focussed on the tiny Pacific
idand. Severd international journalists
watched and filmed as Indonesian troops
shot into an unarmed gathering on
November 12, killing over a hundred
people. Their reports are a sharp reminder
of the double standard inherent in George
Bush's New World Order.

In the aftermath of the massacre, the
Indonesian government began covering up,
refusing to allow outsidersin and staging a
widely publicized 'investigation.' They
blamed the slaughter, by turns, on Fretilin
(the guerillaindependence movement),
foreign journalists masquerading as tourists,
misunderstood military orders, and
Portugal .

Few believe the officia fabrications,
even in tightly- controlled Indonesia.
Unprecedented protests at Indonesian uni-
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versities have added to the world reaction,
which has been swift and strong. On
November 19, for example, the twelve
European Community statestold the
General Assembly that they "vehemently
condemn such violence whichisin clear
contravention of the most fundamental
human rights."

Human rights groups, church agencies,
government, labor unions, solidarity or-
ganizations and the mediain many coun-
tries responded to the slaughter, which only
differs from years of Indonesian genocidein
that it was witnessed by foreigners. Severa
countries cut back aid, Congress passed a
resolution, and Australian labor actions
caused the Indonesian national airline to
suspend flights. Indonesia's painstaking
efforts to convince the world that the
situation in East Timor had become
peaceful and steble were dashed by aten-
minute orgy of machine-gun fire.

On the morning of November 12, 3,500
Timorese were outside the Santa Cruz
cemetery in the East Timor capita of Dili,
preparing to disperse following a mass and
memorial march for a Timorese student
killed by the Indonesian military two weeks
earlier. All of asudden, the Army came
down the street -- "acolumn of soldiers, in
dark brown uniforms and carrying M -16s,"
according to New Y orker correspondent
Allan Nairn. "We watched in disbelief as
the soldiers turned into the cemetery, raised
their rifles, and took aim. Then, acting in
unison, they opened fire on the East
Timorese. Men and women fell, shivering,
inthestreet." After ten minutes, between
100 and 200 Timorese lay dead or dying.

The Indonesian government admits only
19 fatalities -- but the bodies have
disappeared and there is no casualty list.
Many Timorese don't know if their rela-
tives are dead, in hospital, or in prison.
Hundreds of witnesses have been arrested,
tortured, terrorized, and perhaps killed.
Indonesiais trying to tough it out -- refus-
ing to allow an impartial investigation and
continuing to blame the slaughter on the
unarmed crowd. The head of Indonesia's
military, General Try Sutrisno, has called
the universal observation that the massacre
was directed at a peaceful demonstration
"bullshit;" he has called for the
"extermination” of Timorese separatists.

Among Western activists, outrage over
the genocide in East Timor had ebbed until
last month, with little hope that the 16-
year struggle for justice would ever succeed.
The issue had become Quixotic esotericafor
most U.S. progressives, with afew people
still working hard while most put Timor
out of their consciousness.

Now, everything has changed. The New
York Times, CBSTV, USA Today, and
even Congress are paying attention. The
Washington Post editorialized against
"Indonesia's Tienanmen," describing "mass
terror -- soldiers everywhere, roundups,
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shootings," and Indonesia's efforts to "stiff-
arm foreign concern.” The editors
continued "But can it? More to the point,
will the United States et it? Until recently,
the answer might have been yes."

Many American supporters of East
Timor feel that the time has never been
more ripe for achangein U.S. palicy, and
progressive North Americans are seizing
the moment. Demonstrations have been
held at the Indonesian Embassy in
Washington and its U.N. Mission in New
Y ork, community meetings are happening
around the country, including one which
drew 250 people to Cornell University
December 9.

Conservative Senators like Jesse Helms
and Alfonse D'Amato have jumped on the
bandwagon, seeing an opportunity to
grandstand for human rights. Wyoming
Republican Malcolm Wallop wrote the
White House, urging Bush to work to "end
the needless suffering in East Timor and
bring about true self-determination for the
territory,” and 52 Senators signed the letter.
Although the Concurrent Resolution passed
in Congress closing days is non- binding,
many are optimistic that the $1.9 million
the U.S. gives Indonesiaannualy in
military training and over $50 millionin
economic support can be used to pressure
Indonesiato allow international observers
and self-determination for East Timor.

The United States is uniquely obligated
to help end the occupation, which has killed
close to 200,000 of the 750,000 residents of
East Timor. President Gerald Ford and
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger left
Jakarta the day before the invasion, and
Kissinger illegally approved the use of
U.S.-supplied weapons in the takeover, and
CIA collaboration in the murders of
300,000- 1,000,000 so-called Communists
in Indonesia a decade earlier indicated
Washington's approval of General Suharto's
brutal methods. Kissinger justified his
realpolitik by U.S. desires not to antagonize
the staunchly rightist military government
which rules over 195,000,000 people -- the
fifth largest population in the word.

The genocidal Indonesian occupation of
East Timor -- which haskilled a higher
proportion of its people than the Khmer
Rouge did in Cambodia -- has met with
verbal international criticism, but recog-
nized "de facto, but not de jure" by most
countries. Only Australia, which has signed
joint oil exploration agreements with
Jakarta for the Timor Gap waters between
Timor and Indonesia, recognizesit legally.
Annual U.N. General Assembly resolutions
urging sdlf-determination have had no
enforcement and no effect on Jakarta, at
least until now.

Ironically, the fact that the November 12
massacre was carried out by U.S.-made M -
16's probably saved the lives of the two
American journalists who witnessed it,
Allan Nairn and Amy Goodman, News
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Director of WBAI/Pacifica Radio. While
being beaten with rifle butts, M -16's
pointed at their heads, Goodman and Nairn
(whose skull was fractured) held up their
passports and shouted "America, America,
we are Americans." Wary of antagonizing
their patrons, the Indonesian Army let
them go. New Zealander Kama Bamadhg
was killed in the firing, but other
international observers escaped, including a
British TV cameraman who buried his tape
in the cemetery and retrieved it in the
middle of the night. That video, shown
worldwide (and eventually on the CBS
Evening News), brought the reality of cold-
blooded mass murder into homes around
the globe.

The reaction was strongest in Portugal .
For 300 years, Portugal had colonized East
Timor (while the Netherlands occupied
West Timor and the rest of Indonesia),
converting the population to Catholicism
and Portuguese language. After the collapse
of the Salazar regime in 1975, Portugal
precipitously withdrew from all its
colonies. In East Timor, a coalition of
independence movements came to power,
with Fretilin (the Front for the Liberation
of East Timor) heading a progressive,
nonaligned government. Indonesiainvaded
amonth later. Although the United
Nations still recognizes Portugal asthe
administering power, Portugal says that
conditions prevailing in the tarritory
prevent them from exercising their
responsibilities.

Last year, Portugal challenged the
Australia-Indonesia Timor Gap oil treaty in
the World Court. The caseis till pending,
but oil companies are not waiting -- several,
including the U.S.- based Chevron, will
shortly begin exploration. Portuguese
President Mario Soares called the massacre
"a crime against humanity” and labelled
Indonesia"a cruel invader with no respect
for international law and human rights." In
spite of the strong words, Portugd is
reticent to take further leadership, wary
that East Timor will be seen as a historical
obsession belonging only to them.

Finaly, other countries are getting in-
volved. The European Community has
issued several strong statements. After a
nationwide campaign organized by the East
Timor Alert Network, Canada cut de-
velopment aid to Indonesia by 60%, and
gave an immediate grant to the International
Red Cross for humanitarian assistance to
East Timor. Denmark has suspended all
new development aid, and the Netherlands
(Indonesias largest Western donor) has
frozen aid at current levels. As Jakartas
repression and stonewalling continues, the
pressure will increase. Indonesiareceives
more than $5 hillion in foreign aid each
year, and President Suharto just declared
that they will not accept aid "if there are
political preconditions.” If rapidly growing
public movementsin Japan (Indonesia's

Dec 17, 1991 - Jan 4, 1992

largest funder), Europe, and the U.S. are
successful, he may have to eat those words.

An Emergency Action Network on East
Timor is being formed in the United States,
which lags the world in awareness about
Asiain general and East Timor in particular.
An organizational meeting will be held on
January 26 in New Y ork City. For more
information, write PO Box 1182, White
Plains, NY 10602.

EXTRACTS FROM PUBLICO
(LISBON) - 19 DEC 91

Portugese Protestors Occupy Papal
Nunciature

Five young Portuguese yesterday
peacefully invaded the Papal Nunciaturein
Lisbon and chained themselves to atable.
They werein turn peacefully unchained by
the police who had to cut their chainsto
free them. The five young men carried with
them a piece of tissue on which one could
read "Timor" with simulated bloodstains.

These men don't belong to any political
organisation although they consider them-
selvesto be "left wing." They distributed a
text which protested against the hypocrisy
of the Vatican in the Timor case.

The former Portuguese Minister of
Education who had an interview with the
Vatican nuncio was asked what he thought
about this demonstration. He said,
"Whatever can be done to agitate the in-
ternational conscienceisjustified.”

Carrascalao on Body Count

In Dili, East Timor Governor Mario
Carrascalao, appointed by Indonesia,
commented on the remarks by the inquiry
commission chairman Djaelani. "I have no
doubt that the number of victimsislarger
because | saw atruck loaded with corpses;
what | don't know is where the corpses are
buried. "

"The number of victimsis greater than
19. But it's not the number of dead that
worriesme. Rather, it isthe measures
which should be taken to avoid another
12th of November"

"If those measures are not taken, | will
resign.”

Soares Christmas Cards highlight
Timor

Portuguese President Mario Soares has
started to send the traditional cards
wishing a merry Christmas and a happy
new year. But thisyear those cards reflect
the concern of the President regarding the
East Timor question. The illustration
shows ayoung East Timor child, and the
text is a statement made by Mario Soares
when he officially became President in
1986.

The last part of the card is a poem titled
"Death in Timor" by Ruy Cinatti:
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Sobre Timor um fogo fino paira

aastra, crepita quando daterra se aproxi ma
e crescente, envolvente, cerca os montes

e coroase airma

Minha imaginacao em vao procura
deter com astros e outras maos asina
insidiosaqual amorte de homem
ancorado na arvore que sobre aterrase
persigna’
Trandator's note: Sorry, but | don't dare
trandate the poem. I'll give theidea. The
poet says that over Timor afireis burning.
Hewishesto stop the killing but only has
hisimagination to do it. Be warned that
thisisarather personal interpretation.
Others can seeit differently.

Ad urgespressureon EEC

The newspaper Publico today has an
entire page with an advertisement asking
the Portuguese to send a letter to the EEC
building in Brussels condemning the East
Timor massacre.

The advertisement says: "The survival
of a people depends very much on you."

The advertisement is an initiative of the
movement of university studentsand is
supported by several business companies,
among them RTC [the company that takes
cares of publicity in television, Videoarte,
and the newspaper itself].
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first in covering or giving opinions about
the Dili clash.

The foreign media, including radio sta:
tions, made insinuations when reporting the
incident; they obtained their reports from
irresponsible persons. "But fortunately
listenersin Indonesia now have a strong
moral defense and would not be influenced
by the negative reporting,” he said.

FOREIGN PRESS MAY BE
REPRIMANDED OVER
REPORT ON DILI

Jakarta Post. 19 December 1991. News
item, abdridged.

Comment: Besides showing Suharto and
Harmoko at their moralistic and chauvin-
istic best, this signals that we can expect a
change in the almost saturation reporting of
eventsin East Timor by the Indonesian
press.

President Suharto has asked the press
council to discuss the possibility of rep-
rimanding foreign publications which have
published negative reports about the Nov
12 incident in Dili, says Minister of
Information, Harmoko. The council isto
hold a plenary session on Jan 10 -12.

Harmoko told reports that the President
said the foreign press reports were damag-
ing and biased. "Foreign press reports will
be evaluated,” he said, after a meeting with
the president.

"We want the foreign press to act with
noble qualities and honesty. They should
not have entered Indonesia disguised as
tourists," he said, referring to a number of
journalists who slipped into East Timor
days before the incident occurred.

The minister said the government had
called on the local pressto discipline
themselves and to put national interests

GARETH EVANS ARRIVES IN
JAKARTA

(Excerpt from Reuter, Jakarta, Moses
Manoharan, Dec 19)

Australian Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans arrived in Indonesiaon Thursday to
discuss East Timor, insisting he had come
neither asan international human rights
commissar hor as representative of alame
duck prime minister.

Hours before Evans arrival in Jakarta for
athree-day visit, Prime Minister Bob
Hawke announced in Canberra his decision
to quit as leader of the ruling Labor Party
and seek immediate re-election by Labor
parliamentarians. If he loses he will cease to
be prime minister. [He lost. Paul Keating is
the new Australian Prime Minister.]

The main objectives of hisvisit wereto
convey Australia's deep concern over the
shooting, to encourage Indonesia to conduct
afair inquiry and to try to work out along-
term resolution of the issue, Evans told
reporters.

"Obviously, when a people's army turns
its guns on its own people, something has
gone very badly wrong," Evans said.

He said failure of an official commission
to produce a report considered fair by the
international community would revive the
debate over East Timor.

"Questions will arise about international
confidence in Indonesia. Questions of
particular difficulty will arisein resolving
the East Timor question in the United
Nations once and for all," Evans said.

But Evans said his country's recognition
of Indonesia's sovereignty over East Timor
was not in question.

"We recognise, as we have done since
1979, Indonesia's de jure soverignty over
East Timor. What we want to explore is
that within that framework, it is possible to
develop economic, social and political
strategies which will give East Timorese
greater confidence, greater comfort,” he
added.

Evans said the difficulties faced by
Hawke would not affect hisvisit, during
which he will meet President Suharto,
Defence Minister Benny Murdani and
armed forces commander-in-chief Try
Sutrisno. He met Foreign Minister Ali
Alatasin the morning.

He regretted Jakarta's decision to refuse
entry to Australian journalist Lindsay

Dec 17, 1991 - Jan 4, 1992

Murdoch of the Melbourne Age, travelling
with the foreign minister from Cambodia
"That is an unhelpful step...it is against
Indonesia's own interests," he said.
Australian embassy spokesman Gary
Gray said Jakarta had denied Murdoch a
visa, noting reportsin the local media that
Indonesia considered his reporting inaccu-
rateand unfriendly. He said the government
had not given any reason to the embassy.

EVANS, ALATAS MUM

(AFP, Jakarta, Dec 19)

Australian Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans met his Indonesian counterpart Ali
Alatas on Thursday for talks focussing on
the disputed territory of East Timor and
the recent shooting of civilians there by
Indonesian troops.

"We had avery long, very substantial
discussion,” Evans said after his two-hour
meeting at the Foreign Ministry.

"Mr. Alatas gave me the opportunity to
spell out at very considerable length the
reactions, the ideas that we have on the
situation," he said.

"We had a quite wide exchange of
views," Alatas added.

"I also gave him our views, what we are
currently doing through the investigative
commission and comments on several of
their ideas or suggestions,” he said.

The two declined to say more. They
were to have aworking dinner |ater
Thursday to continue their discussions.

POPE'S TIMOR 'STAND'
UNCHANGED

(Kyodo, Jakarta, Dec 19)

Pope John Paul 11 will not take a stand
whether the predominantly Catholic dio-
cese of East Timor should be part of
Indonesia or not until the international
dispute over the territory isresolved,
Cathalic bishops in Indonesia said
Thursday.

Following a meeting with Indonesian
President Suharto, Monsignors
Darmaatmaja and Sukoto said the Roman
Catholic Church leader will not agree that
the diocese is part of Indonesia until its
government can "assure" the world East
Timor is part of the country.

Darmaatmaja, Chairman of the Bishops
Conference of Indonesia, said, "The Pope
has a principle that the church as areligious
institution will not interferein politics.”

Sukoto said in the meeting they also
discussed the november 12 incident in East
Timor's capital of Dili.
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FIRST TIMORESE EYEWIT-
NESS ACCOUNT

The 12 November Massacre at Santa
Cruz Cemetery

This document reached Lisbon last week.
Extracts were reported in the Lisbon daily,
Publico, on 19 December 1991. It isthefirst
eyewitness report from a Timorese source,
whose identity cannot be divulged. The
following is an uncorrected trandation from
the Portuguese.

At 7.50 in the morning, at the Santa
Cruz cemetery, the sound of gunfire by
automatic weapons rang out. Then there
were short blasts of gunfire. Nearby, a
hundred metres away, children and
youngsters were running in all directions.
Farther away, other children were crying
and running to look for their parents.

Quickly, people came to the doors of
their houses, wanting to see what was
happening, waiting for news.

In fifteen minutes, the first news came -
24 dead! Counting the first bodies was
easy.

Hino army vehicles arrived. The front of
the Santa Cruz cemetery was carpeted with
bodies, young people! The bodies were
loaded onto the trucks. The bodies were
dragged out, then two men took hold of
them, swung them, and threw them onto
the trucks. Another two up on the trucks
arranged the bodies with their feet, to make
more space.

The counting by several eyewitnesses
was still easy - it was now up to fifty.

The bodies continued to come, dragged
by two soldiers, members of the Indonesian
armed forces; they were being brought out
of the cemetery or were dragged across
plots of land on two sides of the cemetery.

By 9.15, at least three Hino trucks had
driven off from Santa Cruz cemetery, car-
rying bodies, piled on top of each other,
like sacks of sand.

There at the cemetery, the orders were
coming from the Panglima..

At 9.10, ayoung person tried to escape,
running along the side of the cemetery of
the 'bapaks [the military cemetery is op-
posite the Snata Cruz cemetery]. Two
soldiersran after him, shooting down to the
ground. The young man stopped, turned
and ran back followed by the two soldiers.
One of them pounced on him and kicked
him in the back so that he fell with hisface
flat on the ground. A few moments earlier,
reinforcements from 744 battalion had
arrived, dressed in camouflage; they had
formed aline, their guns held ready to fire.
They noticed that the soldiers had not shot
the young man, and they protested loudly.
The voices of the soldiers who were
protesting were clearly audible.

Meanwhile the bodies continued to be
brought out of Santa Cruz cemetery and
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from the land nearby. Bodies were still
being loaded onto the trucks, falling heavily,
inert. Our young students.

There were large trails of blood across
theroad in front of the entrance to the
cemetery, from the bodies that had been
dragged along. On the ground by the
cemetery wall, the earth was drenched with
the blood of our young martyrs.

At 16.00 that day, the many large brown
spots were still visible, as well as many
objects scattered around, small things,
pieces of cloth, the remnants of books and
exercise books.

In the evening, desolate families came
with their children, looking for someone, for
ason, abrother, afriend.

What name will the Indonesian com-
mander give to this operation? Thisisn't
yet known...

But the Indonesians were there.

Most of them were children and young
people, though there were also some adults.
They had brought flowers, demanded their

rights.
Why had this happened?

More than a thousand people, most of
them young, had attended the Mass at
Motael Church in memory of Sebastiao,
assassinated by aterrorist group organised
by the Indonesian military command. When
the Mass came to an end, a huge procession
made its way to the Santa Cruz cemetery.
This was a procession in memory of the
young hero, Sebastiao. On the way, those
taking part unfurled banners with
nationalist slogans and shouted patriotic
slogans.

When they arrived at the Santa Cruz
cemetery, many were carrying flowers,
praying with their rosaries. They spread
inside and outside the cemetery. Banners
were unfurled on top of the walls of the
cemetery and many young people got on
top of thewalls.

A few minutes before 8 in the morning, a
force of armed Indonesian commandos
arrived and immediately started shooting at
the young people who were on top of the
wall. There followed an intense and
prolonged volley of gunfire. This was the
moment of a huge massacre, the first mas-
sacre. Many of the young people who had
entered the cemetery tried to flee from the
other side, scaling the wall. But thiswas a
planned operation, afull-scale massacre. As
the youths climbed the wall, there were
more bursts of gunfire, from soldiersin
camouflage on the land nearb