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TRIALS OF CIVILIANS

BRANCO ADDRESSES
DILI COURT

Kompas. 28 March 1992. Original lan-
guage: Indonesian. Abridged

ACCUSED ASKSFOR PASTOR’S
VISIT EVERY SUNDAY

(Jakarta) — The accused, Francisco
Miranda Branco, has asked the court trying
him for subversion for permission to be
visited every Sunday by a pastor in the pe-
riod up to Easter. He raised this because, up
to the present, he said he has had only one
visit by a pastor since his arrest, and that
was on Christmas Day 1991.

He was reading out his eksepsi
(demurrer) in court on 26 March, after being
charged with subversion for being the
architect of the 12 November demonstra-
tion.

Hetold the court he was summoned by
thedistrict police in Dili on 25 November
1991 for investigation in connection with
the “Dili Incident.” After ten days of inter-
rogation, he was moved to the police deten-
tion centre on 6 December because he was
suspected of involvement in the incident.

Heisan officid of the East Timor ad-
ministration’ s Economic Affairs Office. He
said the 12 November demonstration was a
reaction to the clash [we would need to see
the original document to know whether he
used the word *clash*] at Motael Church
on 28 October 1991 when Sebastiao Rangel

waskilled. “I was suspected as the imple-
menter [pelaku] of that incident.”

He spoke in his demurrer at length about
the history of East Timor since the palitical
unrest in Portugal.

He has been working at the Economic
Affairs Department of the East Timor re-
gional administration since January 1986
and once received a certificate of apprecia-
tion from the Home Affairs Minister be-
cause he helped in the conduct of the genera
election in East Timor.

“Since | started studying the history of
Indonesia’ s independence, the Pancasila and
the 1945 Constitution, | have been very
interested in the subject,” said Branco.

But |ater, there were a number of inci-
dents which led him to change of mind and
started reminding him of the situation during
Portuguese times. He mentioned specificaly
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the exile of East Timorese from the eastern
sector (Los Palos, Viguegue and Baucau) to
Atauro Island.

He also spoke about the coffee monop-
oly, something which never happened dur-
ing the Portugueseera

The reality with which the East Timorese
were confronted prompted the younger
genera to get involved in protests.

“The people of East Timor feel that they
are being treated like second-class citizensin
their own country, despite presidential
regulation No 68/1988 [proclaiming that
East Timor shall be treated ‘like any other
province'].

“1 did not feel the consequences person-
aly because | enjoyed privileges as a gov-
ernment employee.”

CAMARA OUTLINES
JUSTIFICATIONS FOR NOV.
19 DEMONSTRATION

Jakarta Post. 1 April 1992. Abridged

The alleged mastermind of the Nov. 19
demonstration by 70 East Timorese here
testified yesterday that it was intended to
urge the Indonesian government to correct
its 16 years of mistakesin East Timor and
to build a more harmonious relationship
with the people there.

Joao Freitas da Camara, 37, said in tes-
timony at thetrial of Agapito Cardoso, 25,
who was charged with publicly expressing
hostility towards the government, that the
demonstration was not launched to under-
mine or hurt the government. Da Camara
himself isbeing tried separately on subver-
sion charges.

“It’sjust that we could not stay inactive
while our brothers were being shot dead. We
had to protest. We wanted to protest
against al the actionsin East Timor which
were not in accordance with human rights
from the beginning until the tragedy of Nov.
12

The Nov. 12 incident was the result of
the Indonesian occupation in East Timor
since Dec. 7 1975, he said. Da Camara, who
was once arrested on Oct. 20 1986 for what
he called human rights activities, admitted
that he was the mastermind and leader of the
Nov. 19 demonstrations in front of the UN
building and some embassies in Jakarta.

He also paid for the students’ accommo-
dation here, except for their meals, with the
money he received from an Australian or-
ganisation. The students participating in the
demonstration came from various citiesin
Javaand Bali.

He told the court that originally they had
planned only to demonstration in front of
the UN building but when the UN official
they met rejected their request - that the
international body talk with members of the
DPR (House of Representatives) to guaran-
tee their safety - they decided to go to the
foreign embassies as well.
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Da Camara said be asked permission
from the UN staff and severa police offi-
cers, saying: “We want to demonstrate in
front of every embassy building,” and one of
the uniformed police officers answered: “ Go
ahead.”

Later after the police arrested them, he
said he was beaten inside the police van but
not during the interrogation sessions. The
first interrogation session at the police
precinct was long and tiring, lasting from
that afternoon until 6 am the next morning,
he said.

He said he believed that since the dem-
onstration was conducted peacefully, calmly
and in an orderly manner, the police would
let the demonstrators go, but this was not
the case.

The session was adjourned to Thursday.

Witness reprimanded

At another trial session for Virgilio da
Silva Guterres, 26, a student of the National
Ingtitute of Technology (ITN) in Malang,
Judge Tuaradja Siregar reprimanded witness
Antonio Lopez, 26, who used the term
“massacre” instead of “incident” when
describing the Nov. 12 tragedy in Dili in
which 50 East Timorese demonstrators were
killed in aclash (sic) with the police (sic).

Another witness, Antonio Mario Soares,
23, said he did not object to integration of
East Timor and Indonesia but he felt soli-
darity with the victims of the incident. The
session was adjourned to Thursday.

At thetrial of Dominggus Bareto de
Jesus Vas, 29, the defendant told the court
that when the embassies of Japan and
Australiadid not open the door for them he
felt cheated by Da Camara because he had
not guaranteed their safety and acceptance.
Asked why did he did not separate himself
from the demonstrators, he said he did not
know Jakarta and could have easily got lost.
He said he recognised East Timor as part of
Indonesia and would not join any other anti-
integration activities

EAST TIMORESE (CAMARA)
DISPUTE VALIDITY OF 1976
INTEGRATION

Jakarta Post. 3 April 1992. Abridged.

Comment: Joao Freitas da Camara isusing
the courtroom in the best tradition of
political trials. If he usesit thus when ap-
pearing as a witness, hisown trial can be
expected to produce some stirring moments.
But the obscenely insensitive remark of the
judge reflects the contempt in some
Indonesian circles for the suffering of the
East Timorese.

The leader of the anti-integration dem-
onstration launched on Nov. 19 last year
insisted that East Timor was an independent
nation before Indonesia came and took over.

“East Timor proclaimed its independence
on Nov. 28 1975, before the Balibo
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proclamation which was made outside East
Timor, across the border in Indonesia,” Joao
Freitas da Camara, 37, said on the witness
stand at thetrial of Virgilio da Silva
Guterres, 26, at the Central Jakarta District
Court yesterday. Da Camarais being tried
separately on subversion charges.

When Judge Tuaradja asked him if he
knew that East Timor had joined Indonesia,
Da Camara answered, “What | know is that
East Timor has been madetojoin
Indonesia”

Balibo

He did not recognise the Balibo procla-
mation made on 30 Nov., 1975 by four po-
litical parties of East Timor which stated
that East Timor wanted to join Indonesia
“The Balibo proclamation was not legiti-
mate,” he said.

“We had a nation called the Democratic
Republic of East Timor. Our first president
was Francisco de la Cruz who was detained
in Jakarta. The second was murdered,” he
said.

“It was the intention of the people of
East Timor to integrate with Indonesia,”
said the judge. “Indonesia did not invade
East Timor.”

“’Invasion’ is not my term, it was used
inthe UN resolution,” said da Camara.
Asked why he did not go to the DPR in-
stead of to the UN building, Da Camara said
the DPR would not have taken care of the
matter. Moreover, it was an internationa
matter.

Killed

Another witness, Jose Louis de Oliveira,
26, said he joined the demonstration because
he believed his brother was killed on Nov.
12 but he later learned that he was dlive.
When he explained that the black bandannas
the demonstrators wore in the Nov. 19
demonstration were a traditional emblem
signifying grief over the death of their
brothersin Dili, Judge Siregar jokingly said
the black gown he wore a so signified
sadness since he had to try the defendant.
The joke (sic) caused the people attending
to burst into laughter.

INDONESIAN STUDENTS GO
ON TRIAL ON CHARGES OF
SUBVERSION AND
‘SPREADING HATRED’

Chronicle of Higher Education Agpril 8,
1992 English By Margot Cohen

(Jakarta) — The two chief organizers of a
pro-independence student group and three
undergraduates from Indonesia’ s troubled
province of East Timor have gone on trial
here on charges of subversion and
“spreading hatred.”

The five were arrested last November
following a Jakartarally protesting a mas-
sacrein Dili, East Timor, where soldiers
fired into a crowd of pro-independence
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demonstrators and killed at |east 50 people.
Indonesia annexed East Timor, aformer
Portuguese colony, in 1976, but its sover-
eignty has not been recognized by the
United Nations. Several soldiers are to be
court-martialed for their part in the Dili
shootings.

Thetrials of the students, which are ex-
pected to last about three months, are seen
as part of abroad government effort to
squel ch student protest.

Two defendants charged with subversion
face the death penalty: Fernando De Araujo,
aliterature student at Udayana University
in Bali, and Joao Freitas Da Camara, who
dropped out of the law program a Atma
Jaya Catholic University in Jakarta after the
government withdrew his scholarship.

7-Y ear Maximum Sentence

For the lesser crime of “spreading ha-
tred,” amaximum seven-year prison sen-
tence faces Agapita Cardoso of Udayana
University, Virgilio Da Silva Guterres of the
National Institute of Technology in East
Java, and Dominggus Bareta De Jesus Vas
of the Catholic University in Central Java.

Mr. De Araujo and Mr. Da Camara
founded a pro-independence student group
in 1988, the National Student Resistance
Movement of East Timor, known as
RENETIL, for itsinitials in Portuguese. The
group, which attracted members from
universities across Java and Bali, concen-
trated on non-violent activities such as dis-
seminating information on human-rights
violations and holding discussions on po-
litical and economic problemsin East Timor.
It was suspected of drawing funds from an
armed rebel movement.

The students operated clandestinely until
the November 12 massacre jolted them into
public protest. They were subsequently
detained and interrogated by the police —
and denied access to lawyers, according to
the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation, a
human-rights group that is helping defend
some of the students.

In a country lacking an independent ju-
diciary, the students are in a difficult posi-
tion. The Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation
has never won a subversion case. However,
other recent cases of alleged subversionin
Indonesia’ s Aceh province that involved
faculty members at several universities
ended with prison terms rather than the
death penalty.

Besides incidents in which protestors
were beaten or arrested, the government has
used more subtle forms of pressure to deter
dissent. After the massacrein Dili, the
government suddenly cut off scholarship
payments to East Timorese university
students. They were resumed on the condi-
tion that the students sign a statement that
they agreed with the integration of East
Timor, that they are not involved in any
anti-integration activities, and that they
apologize for any such activities in the past.
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Thus far only a handful of students re-
portedly have refused to sign the statement.

FRETILIN ‘JOURNALIST’
BROUGHT TO DILI COURT

Antara report in Pelita. 10 April 1992.
Original language: Indonesian. Summarised
dightly.

Carlos dos Santos Lemos is one of six East
Timorese facing chargesin Dili for
‘spreading hatred,” for which the maximum
penalty is seven years.

CDSL [i.e. Carlos dos Santos Lemos], 31
yearsold, who acted asa‘journalist’ to
cover the demonstration in Dili on 12
November 1991 was brought before Dili
district court on Thursday.

In hisindictment, prosecutor Charles
Simbolon said that as a member and execu-
tive member of the ‘mouse’ [the word used
is‘tikus'] Fretilin group, it was histask to
report and take photos of the demonstration
which were later to be sent abroad. The
prosecutor said that by sending his photos
abroad, the intention was to win interna-
tional support for the aspirations of himself
and his comrades, namely achieving a Free
East Timor, separated from the Republic of
Indonesia

The prosecutor said that before perform-
ing his‘journalistic’ duties, CDSL and sev-
eral of hisfriends (being tried separately)
had held severa illegal meetings and had set
up a"“Clandesting” organisation, called the
CE [for Executive Committee] owing
allegiance to GPK/Fretilin whose |eader,
Xanana Gusmao, is still in hiding.

Theseillegal meetings which were held in
Dili from July to November 1991 had
discussed ways of attaining a Free East
Timor, the prosecutor said.

“In addition, CDSL, as chair of the con-
tacts section of the CE organisation, along
with his comrades, had also planned various
demonstrations to welcome the Portuguese
parliamentary mission that was scheduled to
visit East Timor in early November.”

In furtherance of these plans, CDSL and
his comrades utilised the Christian com-
munity which conducted a mass at Motael
Church, which held a procession from the
church to the Santa Cruz cemetery.

“In order to record this demonstration
which, according to the findings of the
National Inquiry Commission, resulted in 50
deaths and another 90 being wounded, the
accused acted asa‘journalist’ and leader of
this bloody incident,” said the prosecutor.

Prior to the presentation of the indict-
ment, the judges disputed the presence of a
team of lawyers from the Legal Aid Institute
(LBH) and the Indonesian Bar Association
(Ikadin) in the court-room, saying that the
accused had given power of attorney to
Ponco Atmono, a court lawyer. The LBH-
Ikadin team told the court they had been

appointed by the wife of the accused, Mrs.
Antonia Ana Fraga Lemos to defend him.

The accused’ s wife who was present in
court then rose and said that she had with-
drawn her letter dated 21 February to the
LBH-Ikadin team on 8 April. The presiding
judge said that even without that with-
drawal, there were no grounds for the team
to act as the accused had already appointed
Ponco Atmono. The judge said that the team
of lawyers could remain in court but only as
observers. However, on hearing this, the
team rose and |eft the court.

GREGORIO: “I LED 12
NOVEMBER DEMONSTRA-
TION”

Jakarta Post. 10 April 1992. Abridged.

A witness in a subversion case yesterday
withdrew his statements before his investi-
gators but admitted to having led an anti-
Indonesia demonstration on Nov. 12 last
year which ended in ariot (sic).

Gregorio told the district court that his
investigators had put pressure on him to
admit things he did not know of the defen-
dant’srole in the demonstration at the Santa
Cruz cemetery.

He said however, he led the protesters
from the Motael Roman Catholic Church to
the cemetery to mourn the death of ayouth
killed in brawl with a pro-Indonesian group
two weeks earlier.

Gregorio was testifying in the trial of
another Nov. 12 demonstration leader,
Francisco Miranda Branco. The protest re-
sulted in the death of about 50 people after
the thousands of protesters clashed (sic)
with troops.

He said all the placards carried by the
demonstrators were designed by an anti-
Indonesia activist named Constantio Pinto
and hewas in charge of distributing them to
the protesters.

Public prosecutor | Ketut Swara had
charged that Francisco’srole included or-
ganising the Nov. 12 demonstration and
preparing the anti-Indonesia banners.

Gregorio insisted that Portugal was still
the legitimate administrator of East Timor.
He said the anti-Indonesia guerrillas under
the leadership of Xanana Gusmao were to
continue to seek independence.

In arelated case, the court charged Carlos
dos Santos Lemos, 31, and Bonifacio Magno
Ferreira, 35, with organising the
demonstration and inviting three foreign
journalists for an interview with separatist
leader Xanana Gusmao.
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GOVERNMENT URGED TO
OPEN MARTIAL COURT FOR
NOV 12 DILI INCIDENT

Jakarta Post. 13 April 1992. Abridged.

Comment: Note how phraseslike ‘theriot in
Dili’ and ‘demonstrators clashed with
troops have become standard phrasesin
the reporting about the massacre.

Lawyers defending an East Timorese
who is being tried in connection with the
Nov. 12 riot in Dili urged the government to
court martial army officersinvolved in the
shooting deaths of demonstrators.

“Thetrialsfor civilians have been going
on for some time now. Many people have
started to ask when the officersinvolved in
the tragedy will stand trials,” Luhut MP
Pangaribuan, of the Indonesian Legal Aid
Foundation (LBH) said Saturday.

The defence team involves LBH and the
Indonesian Bar Association (Ikadin).

Around 50 people were killed when
demonstrations clashed with troopsin Dili
on Nov. 12 last year. Thirteen students and
former civil servants are currently on tria in
Jakartaand Dili courtsin connection with
the riot and a subseguent anti-government
protest in Jakarta.

“The government’ s decision to form a
Military Honorary Council iswonderful and
the people really appreciate this. They hope
the council will send the offendersto the
military tribunal soon,” Pangaribuan told
The Jakarta Post. He also called for the
military tribunal to open the hearings to the
public.

Frans Hendra Winarta, alawyer from
Ikadin, told the Post that the army officers
dlegedly involved in the shootings must be
immediately sent to court for the sake of the
rule of law.

He also urged the council to publicly
name the officers responsible for the killings
and clearly explain what actions had been
taken against them. “Everything must be
made transparent. People need to know
what actions the government have taken
against the offenders,” Frans said. The right
to information is one of the human rights, he
said.

PRINCEN: HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES IN EAST TIMOR
REPORTED TO TRY

Jakarta Post. 14 April 1992. Abridged.

The Institute for the Advocacy of
Human Rights (LPHAM) passed all
information it received on human rights
abusesin East Timor to Armed Forces
Commander Try Sutrisno, says Johannes
Cornelius Princen, a noted human rights
activist.

Princen, 66, the head of the Institute, told
the Central Jakarta district court yesterday
at the trial Joao Freitas da Camara, 37, that
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the defendant told him many things about
East Timor concerning the customs and
culture of the people and the fact that some
of hisrelatives were killed there.

The information provided was sent on to
Gen. Try so that the alleged incidents of
abuse could be checked out, he said.

Princen said that the aid the intitute gave
the defendant had nothing to do with the
information it got from him. “ Absolutely
not!” he stressed when the prosecutor, T.
Simanjuntak pressed him on theissue. The
institute gave Camara Rp 50,000 a month to
help him pay hisrent and education. “The
amount | gave him was not much. | regretted
that | did not have enough funds to give him
more.”

The witness said he had no idea the de-
fendant was involved in efforts to establish
an independent East Timor. The Institute,
said Princen, was not a political organisaion
and helps anyone from any province who
approaches it for assistance.

Anocther witness, Virgilio daSilva
Guterres, said he was struggling for the
rights of the East Timorese to determine
their own fate, adding that this did not nec-
essarily mean independence. Whether the
Timorese wanted to integrate with Indonesia
or to be independent, their wishes should be
honoured, he said. “Don’t just give us
special treatment in development while
treating our right to freedom as a secondary
matter.”

He admitted that it was afact that East
Timor had integrated with Indonesia but
doubted the validity of the process because
it did not involve al the people.

The demonstrators did not go to the
House of Representatives because they did
not acknowledge the Indonesian government
in East Timor, he said. “We tried to find an
impartial party, which in this case was the
UN.” The declaration present to the UN
staff and to the Australian and Japanese
embassies said what Indonesia did in East
Timor was similar to that of Iraq’'s
occupation of Kuwait but it did not urge the
US or the UN to apply sanctions of any
kind to Indonesia

Asked why hetook part in the demon-
stration, Guterres said he knew therisk he
was taking, that it could mean the end of the
scholarship and his opportunity to govern.

“But when the situation became more
tense, | made the decision. What's the study
for if the people to whom | want to dedicate
myself arekilled?’ he said.

FIVE MOTAEL TIMORESE ON
MURDER CHARGES

Tempo. 18 April 1992. Original language:

Indonesian. Abridged dightly.

Comment: The ultimate travesty!

NOT SUBVERSION TRIALS

The Dili prosecutor’s office has sent
forward the papers for five personsto be
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charged for another bloody incident. Thisis
the brawl on 28 October near Motael
Church between pro-integration and anti-
integration Timorese groups.

Two persons died during the brawl, one
on each side. Afonso Hendriques, 30, on the
pro side, died. On the other side, Sebastiao
Gomes, 16 years, died. His death was one of
the sparks that led to the Santa Cruz
incident on 12 November.

The five whose cases were forwarded on
2 April are al anti- integration supporters:
Joao dos Santos, Jacob da Silva, Boby
Xavier, Alexio da Silvaand Bonifacio
Bareto. They are all quite young, in their
early twenties. Joao dos Santoswas bornin
Bobonaro, 23 years ago.

They are being charged with an act of
premeditated violence which led to one
death. They are not being charged under the
anti-subversion law and their trials will
commence next Tuesday [21 April]. They
face sentences of up to twenty years, said
the prosecutor.

They were arrested on 28 October when
the police raided Motael Church, which was
suspected of being a base for anti- in-
tegration groups. They were officially ar-
rested on 29 October for rioting. Three other
key persons, Marcus dos Santos, Franselino
and Manuel de Jesus, ran away and have not
yet been apprehended.

The fighting between the two groups of
youths actually began on 27 October around
11 p.m., at atime of tension about whether
the Portuguese parliamentary mission’s visit
would or would not take place. The anti-
integrationists led by Alexio da Sivadias
Cobra, had gathered at the Church when
suddenly a group of pro-integration youths
challenged them to afight. “Ayoh, come
you, if you dare. If not, we will attack,” said
prosecutor Saul Lucas, mimicking the
challenging words. Then they did indeed
attack with an immediate response from the
anti group in the church grounds.

After beating off the attack, Alexio
planned a strategy in case of another attack.
They set up guard round the Church, carry-
ing weapons, stones, iron pipes, wooden
clubs and knives. It was their determination
“to kill, if any attacker was caught,” ac-
cording to the indictment prepared by Saul
Lucas.

On 28 October, some ten pro-integration
youths came again with alarger number of
people, but before they could enter the
church premises, they were met with a hail
of stones. Afonso was hit and was very
shaky. “He was chased and set upon by
Franselino, Manuel de Jesus and Marcus
dos Santos, the three who have not yet been
caught,” said Saul Lucas.

Franselino struck Afonso with a piece of
iron piping and Marcus stabbed him in the
waist. Afonso fell to the ground covered in
blood. Dead. Meanwhile, the pro-integration
group shot Sebastiao dead.
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Thistime, it'sthe turn of the killers of
Afonso. But surely whoever caused the
death of Sebastiao will aso be charged.

[WE'll believe that when it happens!]

EAST TIMORESE TRIED FOR
FATAL BRAWL

Jakarta Post, 20 April 1992

An East Timorese on trial for murder
during the 28 October incident at Motael
Church has told the court he isinnocent.
Bobby Xavier said that another group of
youths led by a man named Alfonso [who
died during the ‘mass brawl’] was respon-
sible.

Boby Xavier said in athree-page defence
statement that the indictment against him
should be reviewed.

Hislawyer, Artidjo Alkostar of the Legal
Aid Institute- Indonesian Bar Association
team (LBH-Ikadin) told the court his client
had been pressured during questioning
which “is against the law.” The lawyer aso
said the mass braw! should be seen asa
result of an extended conflict in East Timor.

Another East Timorese on trial in Dili,
Jacinto das Neves Raimundo Alves said in a
hand-written statement that the Indonesian
government need not have been “ uneasy”
about what it calls the “clandestine
movement.”

He referred to Indonesia s Memorandum
of Understanding with Portugal regarding
the parliamentary visit scheduled for last
year as “areflection of Indonesid stoler-
ance.” What had been done related to the
status of East Timor. “The unclear status of
East Timor to people abroad needs proper
settlement.”

A student testifying in the subversion
trid of Gregorio da Cunha Saldanha said he
believed East Timor till belongsto the
Portuguese because the UN does not recog-
nise East Timor’ s integration into Indonesia.

Witnesses Cleared Despite Objections
In East Timor Case

The Central Jakarta district court rule
that the prosecution in a subversion trial can
present the (written) testimonies of
witnesses despite defence objections. The
decision was made after the prosecutor said
that three witnesses, Gregorio da Cunha
Saldanha, Juvencio de Jesus Martin and
Francisco Miranda Branco would not be
ableto attend the tria of Fernando de
Araujo as they have to attend other trialsin
Dili.

Three other witnesses, Clemente Soares,
Anton Santos Matos and Jose Pompeia, all
in Bali, had not answered summonses to
attend de Araujo’strial, the prosecutor said.

The defence lawyer, Luhut Pangaribuan
rejected the prosecutor’s earlier excuse for
not presenting the six witnesses, (when he
said) that it was too expensiveto fly them
to Jakarta. The lawyer said a witness may
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only have histestimony read in court if heis
too ill to attend or is abroad.

“Their presence isimportant, for usto
hear and decide whether what they say is
true or not,” the lawyer said. [Jakarta Post,
21 April 1992]

East Timorese Want UN (and) Embassy
Officials To Testify

Defendant Fernando de Araujo, on trial
for subversion in Jakartawill ask staff at the
UN office and the Japanese and Dutch
embassies to testify on his behalf. The de-
fendant said the Dutch embassy was chosen
because it represents Portugal’ sinterestsin
Indonesia. He did not give reasons for asking
for the others. [Araujo took refuge in the
Japanese embassy in 1988; the Jakarta
demonstration on 19 November was target -
ted primarily at the UN office in Jakarta.]

The presiding judge refused to call these
witnesses and said the defence lawyer
should arrange it. The lawyer, Amir
Syamsuddin, sad he was not sure the indi-
viduals in question would be willing to
testify but he would urge them to do so.

Y esterday’ s session heard the written
testimony of six witnesses from East Timor
and Bali. The prosecutor said earlier he
could not present them because travel ex-
penses were too high. The defence lawyer
complained that this meant they could not
be cross-examined. [Jakarta Post, 23 April
1992].

Prosecution wants 13 yearsfor Camara

The prosecutor in thetrial of Joao Freitas
da Camara, in his summing up, asked the
court to pass a sentence of 13 years.

East Timorese community in Melbourne.
One box of medicines was sent to a church
in Dili. [Jakarta Post, 28 April]

PROSECUTION DEMANDSFOR
THREE DEFENDANTSIN JAKARTA

The prosecution in the three trials of East
Timorese students on trial for spreading
hatred, have made their sentence demands.
The sentence demand for Virgilio de Silva
Guterresisthree years, for Agapito
Cardoso, one year, and for Dominggus
Bareto, six months.

Dominggus apologised to the court for
taking part in the demonstration on 19
November and signing the Declaration which
likened Indonesia sinvasion of East Timor
to Iraq' sinvasion of Kuwait. He asked the
court to be lenient, saying he wanted to
continue with his education. “My parents
are poor, and they need my help,” he told
the court. [Jakarta Post, 29 April]

ARAUJO IN THE WITNESS
STAND

Jakarta Post. 28 and 29 April 1992

Fernando de Araujo, on charge for sub-
version in Jakarta, told the court, under
questioning by his lawyer, that East
Timor’sintegration into Indonesia was pre-
ceded by the presence of Indonesian troops
which prevented the people from expressing
their true wishes.

“If the process... had gone through
democratic means under UN supervision,
then | would have supported whatever deci-
sion the people made,” he said.

He and his friends had set up RENETIL,
the National Resistance of East Timor
Students, on 20 July 1988 to fight for the
right of the East Timorese to determine their
own future; its goal is an independent East
Timor, he said. The organisation is affiliated
to the National Council for Maubere
Resistance (CNRM) led by Xanana
Gusmao, and to the Executive Committee of
the Clandestine Resistance, led by
Constancio Pinto, he added.

He also spoke about money he had re-
ceived from abroad, for instance, Rp500,000
amonth from Alfredo Ferreirain Darwin
and others, aswell as medicines from the

HEAVY SENTENCE DEMAN D

Reuter, Jakarta, April 29 - Indonesian
prosecutors have demanded a student be
jailed for 15 years over protests against an
army massacre of civiliansin the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor.

East Timorese Francisco de Araujo was
guilty of subversion and of heading an or-
ganisation supporting a guerrilla movement
trying to oust Indonesiafrom East Timor,
Antara quoted state prosecutor Idris Daeng
Macallo as saying.

De Araujo is accused of masterminding a
protest in central Jakarta on November 19
against the massacre aweek earlier in which
Indonesian soldiers fired into a crowd of
mourners in the East Timor capital Dili,
killing up to 180 people.

CAMARA DEFENDS HIS
PEOPLE

Jakarta Post, 4 May 1992. Abridged.

We hope to give a fuller version of his
statement, once the document reaches
London. —TAPOL

Joao Freitas da Camara, on trial for sub-
version in Jakarta delivered his defence plea
last week. Here are some points from his
statement as reported in The Jakarta Post:

Only settlers from other areas of
Indonesia benefit from development in
Indonesia. There was much rhetoric about
development successes in East Timor but
few people admitted that this was enjoyed
by the minority of newcomers.

The government had the objective of
eradicating the native East Timorese
population and giving their land to migrants.
This elimination of the peopleisalso
accomplished by other means, including
massacres.
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“What is the meaning of physical devel-
opment in aregion if the rights of the na-
tivesare crushed,” he asked.

Da Camara said that development in East
Timor was a token gesture by the
Indonesian government to offset criticism
from foreign governments. The Indonesian
government had repressed the right of the
East Timor to express their opinions and to
establish independent organisations. He said
that massacres had occurred in many places
in the region since integration. “ Some of my
family members, including my father, were
shot dead,” he told the court.

He said integration was not in accordance
with the wishes of the East Timorese
people because it was the will of the
Indonesian government to annex the region.
“This was clear by the attack of the Armed
Forces on Dili, by air, land and sea unitson
December 7 1975,” he said, adding that,
before this attack, Fretilin proclaimed the
Democratic Republic of East Timor on 28
November 1975. Seventy-two UN members
supported the proclamation, he said.

In an earlier court hearing, the prosecutor
asked the court to find Camara guilty and
sentence him to thirteen years.

U.S. EVENTS

REPORT ON VISIT OF
ETAN/L.A. WITH STAFF OF
U.S. SEN. ALAN CRANSTON

Visit with Jim Kohlenberger, Los Angeles
staff conducted by Joe MaiZish and Matthew
Jardine, on April 17, 1992:

The visitors made clear their concern
with the ongoing situation in East Timor,
and listed the five or so points suggested in
the fact sheet. Jim explained the way he
thought the aid issues would come up this
spring/summer, namely via hearings on
foreign aid appropriations. If, as the Fact
Sheet we shared with Jim suggests, the aid
would be passed via a continuing resolution,
still whatever work had been done in the
appropriations committee would likely be
included in the resolution.

The appropriations work is donein
committees in the Senate on which Sen.
Cranston does not serve. These are the
Senate Appropriations — Foreign
Operations for the Senate, and the House
Appropriations — Foreign Operations for
the House. We asked about the possibility
that the Senator might get to work with the
member Senators and Jim said he thought it
highly likely that Sen. Cranston was aready
doing that. Jim had made clear from the
beginning of the visit that Sen. Cranston was
interested in the matter, and showed us a
resolution he had proposed in the E. Asia
subcommittee, and a speech he had madein
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the wake of the Nov. massecre. Weinquired
about relations with the staff of the Senators
who were on the Appropriations. Comm.,
and Jm said that he thought it could be
expected that Jennifer Cano would be doing
that work.

Asfor which Senator on that Comm.
might be of most help, Jim thought that
Leahy (VT) would be very helpful, and that
he probably shared Alan Cranston’ s views.

Further conversation regarded the legis-
lative process with such things, and what
role independent civic groups like ETAN
might have. Jim told us about the compro-
mise process which went on in the Sen.
Foreign Affairs Committee and generaly, by
which legidation underwent a moderating,
trimming process even before introduced,
and of course during committee treatment
and possibly, though not usually, later on
‘thefloor.” Billswere often given in written
proposal form by outside groups, and then
reviewed and worked over by legdative
staffers.

Visitors emphasized the U.S. rolein
Indonesia as both an opportunity to have a
helpful role on behavior in E. Timor, and as
areason why abody like the Senate might
be constrained from making much of that
opportunity. The picture which emerged
clearly from the visit, and was confirmed by
Jimin discussion, is that the compromise
position worked out in the committees
would be a better one to the extent that the
Senators perceived a shift of interests on the
issue. The work of groups like ETAN could
thus have an influence on the legidative
outcomes, both through work with staff and
in visits like the one we had conducted, and
through our work on news media and public
opinion.

PLEASE NOTE THISFOR SPECIFIC
ACTION:

Jim was eager to have us transmit at the
earliest possible time the text of materia
which was to be or has been introduced in
the House Appropriations Comm. on the
subject of Indonesia’Timor and Aid. He
suggested Jennifer Cano in Sen. Cranston’s
D.C. office asthe person to send it to. He
said this would enable the staff to get their
work with other Senators' staffs going in
specific wording terms much earlier than if
they had to wait till something was nearing
the end of its processin the House
(appropriations actions constitutionally
have to be done in the House first).

We requested that Jim ask Sen. Cranston
to write an opinion-editorial piece on the
subject for submission to California
newspapers like the L.A. Times, and Jm
said that he could offer no assurance that
Alan would choose to spend time preparing
something which might not be published, in
view of the many things he is doing these
last few months in office.

The visitors left the meeting feeling
heard, and feeling believed, confident that
the visit had improved the level of knowl-
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edge Jim had, and that our visit would be
reported. We had afew specific thingsto do
in order to bring the issue again to Jim and
Senator Cranston, and to the legidative
process.

Wealso felt our energy and our way of
prioritizing the issue could not be matched
even by generally sympathetic peoplein
positions related to the Senate. The Senate
isthe place of the oil considerations too, of
the natural gas considerations, of considera-
tions on the geopolitical alliance system of
the U.S. During our talk Jim had manifested
some puzzlement at why the recent
administrations have been so weak on the
human rights aspect, acting to favor and
support repression, and thus in his opinion,
against the interests of the United States.
We suggested that there were various and
contradictory interests of the United States,
including interests that cared for resource
extraction with little or no regard for human
rights.

Personal comment of Joe Maizlish on ul-
timate impression from the visit, though it
was areinforcement of the views with
which | entered: Our job, as ETANers and
in our other work, isto change the priorities,
to lead to agrowing and greater weight in the
balance for human rights and sustainable use
of resources. Thiswe do as political /
environmental / cultura activists through
political education, through lifestyle/
consumption / boycott changes herein the
U.S., through projects to makereal to
peoplein the U.S. the lives and fates of the
Timorese and other people under attack —
and thelist is open.

—Joe Maizish

ADDITIONAL COMMENTSFROM
MATTHEW JARDINE:

In terms of the details of our visit, | re-
aly don’t have much to add to Joe M’s
very thorough report. | do, however, have
some very general comments.

On the positive side, we have established
a contact with someonein an influentia
Senator’ s office. My impression isthat Jim
K. found our presentation on East Timor to
be credible and is sympathetic to both our
perspective and our goals. | am confident
that our concerns will be transmitted to His
Majesty in D.C.

On the other hand, | must say that, over-
all, | felt frustrated when we departed from
Cranston’s office. Despite Jim’'s “we're
with you al theway,” itisclear, by his
very actions (or lack thereof) that Cranston
et a. don’t share our sense of outrage re-
garding Indonesian barbarity in East Timor.

On top of that, we have very different
world views and this, of course, informs
analyses of the problem(s) and the type of
solutions and actions in terms of what we
advocate. An example: Jim K., intrying to
tell us some of the positive things in terms
of human rights that are going on in the
world, announced to usthat Cranstonis



Page 10

jumping on board with Gorbachev to form
some sort of international peace and human
rights think tank; some of the other vision-
aries that have signed on include the presi-
dent of IBM and international war criminal
George Schultz! - not exactly an earth-shat -
tering development. Nevertheless, this was
one of Jim’'s examples of how Cranston is
on our team.

Jim’s frequent mentioning of the need to
“compromise” in a“democracy” (and there-
fore take a cautious and step by step ap-
proach in trying to cut off aid to Indonesia)
got tired after awhile. May/be we should
suggest that the Indonesian Government cut
their killing rate in half...

We departed from Cranston’s office on
friendly terms after having given Jim some
articles on East Timor and some ETAN/LA
press releases. While the visit served some
obvious good simply in terms of setting up
channels of communication, it reinforced my
cynical (or realistic?) view of the pahetic
nature of the U.S. palitical system.
Nevertheless, legidative outreach needs to
be an important component of ETAN’s
overal strategy.

Overall, the visit concretized my view of
how difficult the task at hand is and will
continue to be. ETAN needsto develop a
variety of empowering strategies that will
force the powers that be to reckon with our
agenda and not simply pay lip service to
human rights while, at the same time, send-
ing checks and hardware to vicious mur-
derers such as Suharto and company. (1
don’t mean to be preachy - | know that
you're al aware of this.)

To close on a positive note, | very much
enjoyed spending time with Joe M. working
on thisimportant issue. It’'s very important
for usto know that there are many others
concerned with and working on issues of
peace and justice. | remain optimistic that
timeison our side.

HARVARD PROGRAM —
MASSACRE IN EAST TIMOR:
A CASE STUDY IN U.S.
FOREIGN POLICY

Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government present an ARGO
Forum event with Larry Dinger, US State
Department Indonesia Desk Officer;
Benedict Anderson, Aaron L. Binenkorb
Professor of International Studies, Cornell
University; Allan Nairn, New Yorker
Magazine / Massacre survivor; Amy
Goodman, Pacifica Radio news editor /
Massacre survivor; Noam Chomsky,
Institute Professor, MIT. Moderated by
Henry Steiner, Director of Human Rights
Program, Harvard Law. Smuggled video tape
of the massacre will be shown. Portuguese
Embassy Officialswill be in attendance.

Tuesday, April 21, 1992, 8:15 p.m.
Institute of Politics, 79 JFK Street,
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Cambridge MA 02138. Free and open to the
public.

Co-sponsored by: Harvard Radcliffe
Undergraduate Council, Asian American
Association, Harvard College Democrats,
Radcliffe Union of Students, Democratic
Socialists of America, Harvard Filipino
Forum, Anthropology Club, Harvard
Chapter of Amnesty International, East
Timor Action Network/ Rhode Island,
Portuguese American, Portuguese
Continental Union, Human Rights Program
a Harvard Law School.

REPORTSON HARVARD FORUM:

Excellent forum. About 500 people. Ben
Anderson talked about the prospects for
East Timor in very optimistic terms, ana-
lyzing army responses and reaction in
Indonesiato it. Larry Dinger (state dept.)
read Kenneth Quinn’s testimony. Chomsky
followed. Dinger looked foolish. Audience
including me, grilled him. Questions were
cut off dueto “lack of time” after three
questions. | think we were purposely cut
off. Dinger stayed around and was su-
premely hassled by alot of studentsand
others! It was good. | think | may have
convinced him that thisissue wouldn't die
and if Indonesia didn’t want this to be the
sole focus of international attention on their
country they’d better addressiit.

— Loren Ryter

A thistime | am going to try to report
what happened in a debate on Timor that
took place yesterday, the 21st. The
opinions expressed are the exclusive
responsibility of this reporter.

In thefirst place, | was utterly aston-
ished by the number of people (more than
200) who crowded in to watch the debate.

After showing clips from the CBS
Evening News, with pictures of the massa
cre, and a brief historical introduction, the
two journalists present at the massacre gave
accounts of the events, and of the con-
tribution of the U.S. to the massacre. L ater,
an unfortunate representative of the U.S.
State Department addressed the assembly,
trying to defend American diplomacy. His
intervention was completely devoid of any
sense, and the argumentation used was the
most idiotic imaginable. | don’t even think
the Indonesians would have been convinced
by it.

Finally, Prof. Chomsky (in my view, by
far the best of the participants) gave North
American politics a brave thrashing.

But the best of the evening was yet to
come. A representative of our (Portuguese)
Embassy in Washington got up at this point
to make a brief intervention. But Mr. So-
and-So (1) did not know how to speak flu-
ent English, and (2) in spite of this, decided
to make a series of impromptu remarks. He
nearly destroyed the whole debate, which
up until then had been very interesting and
had captivated everyone present. After all,

and despite my indignation at the sorry fig-
ure of our illustrious diplomat, | concluded
by acknowledging that here was a typical
example which perfectly illustrates the neg-
ligent and detached way in which our be-
loved government continues to deal with
Timor.

In the discussion period, nearly everyone
jumped on the State Department represen-
tative who, in each of histurns, sunk further
into ridicule.

Curiously, on the way out, | had occa-
sion to observe that our Washington diplo-
mat was engaged in an informal and affable
chat with the man from the State
Department (going into the arrangements for
adinner in Washington on a date to be
agreed upon!), but that he did not do the
same with any of the other members of the
panel.

The moral of the story: aslong aswe
continue to have the hypocritical diplomats
and politicians that we have, Indonesia will
certainly continue in Timor; if you want to
organize a debate about Timor, avoid invit-
ing representatives of Portuguese diplo-
macy.

—Pedro Saraiva

SEATTLE PROGRAM - EAST
TIMOR: A TEST OF
CONSCIENCE

Presented by the Sezttle Coalition for
Human Rightsin East Timor and Amnesty
International .

Thursday, April 23, 7 p.m. 205 Smith
Hall, University of Washington (Seattle)

Eyewitness video and discussion on the
massacre of the East Timorese moderated
by Daniel Lev, Professor of Southeast Asia
Studies, Political Science Dept., University
of Washington.

For more information contact: Jose F
Magal haes, email:
ze@milton.u.washington.edu (206) 525-
4056

REPORT:

A little more than 100 people attended
the conference (in the beginning we counted
98, but some peoplejoined later). | believe
this can be considered a success. The
majority was in some way related to the
University of Washington (students and
professors). | would explain this based on
an aggressive publicity effort (we spent
Some money announcing it in the student
paper, we contacted alot of people through
mail, email and telephone) and also on the
fact that Prof. Dan Lev announced the event
to his students and colleagues.
Unfortunately we were not able to gain the
attention of the regular press.

The conference started with a short in-
troduction by a member of the Amnesty
International, followed by an historical per-
spective by a Portuguese graduate student,
AnaBarros, covering the period from the
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middle of the sixteenth century to 1974. The
emphasis was that not only before but also
during the Portuguese colonial rule the East
Timorese were a distinct cultural group. My
intervention was short and centered on the
feelings of Portuguese today. | finished
reading aletter sent to me by young East
Timorese supporting this conference when
they heard about it. Prof. Lev followed,
covering the period after 1974 to now. It
was aremarkable speech. (I will forward to
you soon the transcript, so that you can
post it in Peace-net if you want). We
watched the ITN tape, followed by the
testimony of Amy Goodman and Allan
Nairn at Cornell University. Aninteresting
period of discussion followed.

What was surprising was the strong
presence of Indonesian students. They had
been contacted through the Indonesian
Student Association and by Prof. Lev. The
general impression was that they were sur-
prised, outraged and confused. Some asked
for acopy of the tape, others were afraid
that further publicity would turn the
American opinion against them, others could
not understand that Portugal interest in this
issue could be other than neo-colonialist and
the fear of acommunist East Timor was
aways brought up. | believeitisvery
important to work closely with this group.
However | am aware that although their
curiosity is strong, the fear of their own
government repression if they engage in any
kind of palitical/human rights activity is
stronger (one of the Indonesian students
that asked alot of questions during the
discussion period was afraid that the
recording of this conference fal in the wrong
hands).

TIMOR MEETING IN
BERKELEY, CA:

From: Henry Gunawan
<henryg@gar net.berkeley. EDU>

There will be adiscussion on Timor
Timur at UC Berkeley campus next week. It
will be conducted on Tuesday, April 28,
7:00 p.m. at 105 Northgate Hall, near Hearst
and Euclid. The presentation will include a
talk by two UC Berkeley students who
recently returned from Timor. They will
also show two videos, one showing footage
of the Nov. 12 massacre.

NYC PUBLIC FORUM TO
MARK SIX MONTHS AFTER
EAST TIMOR MASSACRE

From ETAN/U.S April 16, 1992

A public meeting entitled Witnessto
Struggle: Massacre in East Timor will be
organized by the New Y ork branch of the
East Timor Action Network (ETAN/US) on
Tuesday, May 12, 1992, at 7:00 p.m. The
program will take place in the chapel of St.

April 4 - May 7, 1992.

Bartholomew’s Church, Park Avenue at
50th Street, Manhattan. The publicisin-
vited to attend, and a $5.00 donation is
suggested.

The panel will include:

José Ramos Horta, spokesman for the
National Council of Maubere Resistance,
the principal coalition of Timorese
nationalist groups.

Right Rev. Paul Moore, Jr., retired
Episcopal Bishop of New Y ork, who vis-
ited East Timor in 1990 and has spoken
widely on the human rights situation
there.

Amy Goodman, News Director of
WBAI/Pacifica Radio, has been in East
Timor twice and was severely beaten
during the November 12, 1991 massecre.

Allan Nairn, correspondent for the New
Y orker magazine, had his skull fractured
by the Indonesian army on November 12,
1991 in East Timor on his second visit.

Lorne Rider, Brown University student
who went on the February 1992 Peace
Boat to East Timor.

Anthony Pereira, Assistant Professor of
Political Science at the New School for
Socia Research, will moderate the pro-
gram.

In addition to the above, representatives
of the Indonesian and Portuguese govern-
ments have been invited, as well as several
Congresspeople and United Nations
Ambassadors.

The event marks the half-year anniver-
sary of the massacre at Santa Cruz cemetery
in Dili, East Timor, where the Indonesian
army methodically fired its U.S.-supplied
M -16’sinto a peaceful, unarmed, memoria
procession. They killed over 150 people,
adding to the over 200,000 East Timorese
who have been killed by the Indonesian
military since they invaded the tiny half-
idand in 1975. The U.S. continuesto
provide weapons, military training,
economic aid, and diplomatic support for
the Indonesian military regime.

The East Timor Action Network/U.S.
was formed last December following the
Santa Cruz massacre. It has chaptersin a
number of U.S. cities, and has organized
several public meetings and demonstrations,
aswell as educational and lobbying informa:
tion. The May 12 event isETAN’sfirst
public program in New Y ork City.

PLEASE CALL NIGHTLINE
ABOUT TIMOR

From Richard Koch, ETAN/US

José Ramos Horta, the external repre-
sentative of the National Council of
Maubere Resistance, a coalition of Timorese
groups, will bein the USfrom May 7 to
May 17. Please call Nightline and demand
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that they put him on the air. Info for
Nightlineis as follows:
“Nightline,” ABC News, 47 W. 66th
Street, New York, NY 10023.
212-456-7777, fax 212-456-2795.
“Nightline,” Ted Koppel, ABC News,
1717 DeSales NW, Washington, DC 20036.
212-887-4995, 202/887